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HAVE mo intention by this plain addreſs, 5 
to - it foul and flatter, nor yet to abuſe and re- 
yo T hope nothing but truth and rea- 

on will fall from my pen : I highly reverence your 
Public charafter, and eſteem your perſons, for the 
Bake of : Jour. miniſtry : Jam very ſenſible you are 

an order of men, appointed for ends and purpoſes 
be moſt excellent, Indeed your holy functions re- 
Fguire the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and ſanctity of life, 
be utmoſt wiſdom and diligence, honeſtv and An. 
erity, rightly to diſcharge it. 

This. truſt . of yours, ſays an eminent prelate, 
0 of the higheſt nature , and God does look 
For care, exatineſs and circumſpection in the ex- 
Feution of it, ſuitable to the dignity thereof, For 
s nothing can be ſo fatal to men, as to neglect or 
i ſead them, from the right way to heaven; ſo 
bey miſt expelt to periſe themſelves, who are the 
auſe of other men's deſtruction. It is the indiſ- 
enſable duty of the ſeers and guides, whom the lord 
as placed as watchmen over his churcb, to inſtruct, 
moniſo, reprove, direct and comfort, as there 
all be occaſion, the Several] members of it. In the 
erformance of this moſt weighty employment, 
eat ſincerity is required when we engage in our 
aftoral elſice; both what we ſay, and what we do, 
4 ed proceed from our Sir in truth and ſimpli- 
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gity ; we foou'd ſet nothing before our eyes, but 
the honour and glory of God, and the ſafety and | 
hgppinefs of men; and where the intentions are, | 
fincere, and all ſecular 1 on defigns ſeparated ; 
from the performance, we. may be ſecure. of Plain 


and faithful dealing; nothing falſe, nothing burt- 4 


ful, nothing needleſs or ſuperflgous, will be un- Y 
peſed, nor any thigg neceſſary ' for the good of 4 
the ſoul omitted.“ 4 
And whoſe patronage fhould I crave, or 70 bm 
apply for protection and countenance to this title 3 
eſſay, which is pr of eſſedly written in  Javour of re- 
tigious rruths, and for the greater purit y of divine 2 
worſhip in our church, than to you the bend. 7 
guides of it, But it would it become me, n ſa i 
folemn an oecaſion, to offer any thing nWoithy by of © 
Jour. conſi deration and regard ; this 7 Bade nos 
Y - fludioufly avoided, but a 70 endeavoured 1 10 


conſirm the expediency and reaſonableneſs of what | 


38 here recommended, by the autborities of ſeme of 
the moſt. eminent biſhops and divines of aur 


church, who were ornaments of it, and adorned 


their high fatiqns, by a wiſe conduct, and a truly 
religious life ; and a due regard bn 857 190 200 
79 authorities, when reaſon and 1 are 558 on 
their fide, I thereforg Hape to ſecure this Ul, 
tragt ander the ſhelter of theſe great men, and my” : 
own goed entention, from all ſevere cenſure and re. 
feftjon , which is too often, 'but very unjuſtly, 5b. 
Hard 2 of many who have no ather views, than | 
76 dp their ſhare of ſervice, to the cauſe of 7 
and religion. Indeed, men of goodneſs and rea 
Fiely, whoſe zeal is rational ang prudent, as wel 
4. pious, are of another temper, and act a more no. 
ble, chriſtian, and chariſalle part; From ſuch, 
May expert a treatment ſuitable to the ſincerity 6) 
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as becomes a ebriſtian. 


ceaſe. ff thoſe texts of { 
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fame particulars. And if others think it wiſe to uſe 


me otherwiſe, TI will endeavour to behave under th . 
I often reflect with inward grief, on the ama- . 
zig licentiouſneſs of ſome. men, in their bitter ſar. 


caſins and inveftives againſt your perſons and cha- 


radter; nay ſometimes the higheſt order in our 
church cannot be exempted from, nor eſcape their 
indiſcreet and unprovoted reproaches. This me- 


 thod of writing, very ill becomes any layman, but 


is certainly moſt odious and unjuſtifiable in thoſe, 
who profeſs themſelves miniſters of the meek ond 5 
humble Jeſus, who reviled none himſelf, and pa- 
tiently bore it from others, — A ſilent contempt. 
may be the beſt way of anſwering ſuch miſtaken 
e a aearX. 
But, gentlemen, permit me to aſk, whether you. 

ought not lo join the innocency of the dove, with 


the wiſdom of the ſerpent, in order to fruſtrate the 
 defegns of miſtaken men? There is ng breaking of 


flint upon a fone, but Prike_it on a ſoft pillow, 
and if will fly. into many pieces. Remove the 
cauſe, and complaints it may be -hoped will ſoon 
cripture which now ſeem 
er, were truly tranſlated, 


» 
5 t 


Inconſiſtent with one anot 


| end reconciled. to each other ; would not this di,. 


arm the deiſt of his moſt material arguments again. 
the authority or inconſiſtency of ſcripture? 


 Fhoſe expreſſions in du liturgy, which ſeem 4 


countenance the belief of the real preſence, or tran- 
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2 run ann Ls th wrein, as are. 
recommended in . tht following ſpeets; might. not 
this he 4 more rational means to. convince di f. 
fenters, than any diſputes to juſtify and vindicate, 
what either may, or may not admit of a reaſonable. 
defence ? Beſilles, to alter what is really amiſs,” 


will be is, the honour and reputation of our ef 


tabliſbed church, whoſe foundation ought 10 be at 
ear as poſſible to perfection on many accounts; more 
21 55 ly, as ſbe requires. canformity to. ber. Tale, 

nd txatts a compliance with. the terms of her 
ace under certain penalties; fo that the 
ſcheme for improving our liturgy and ecchfi aftical 
 eonflutution, is very conſonamt and agreeable both 
to reaſon and common ſenſe, and is the beſt me. 


bod that can be taken, to refute the adverſary. 


Let as but aft upon the ſame principle of due care 


ond reſpelt towards religion, as we do in things 


Z a temporal concern, and we need not defire more in 


vour of the preſent application. When evils or 


abuſes bappen in the ſtate, both the heads and 


Hearts of our civil governors are immediately em- 


: ployed, 70 offer. Proper methods for their. being. re- 
; eld; what pains will. be taken, what difficul- : 
ties encountered, what contri vances, applications, 


and atſendancies ade, in order ta gain the fa- 
LE nothing omitted that can tend 


„ --» 


to atconipliſh the deſgn 25 How frequently do we 
amend dur ads of parliament ? And was our 1 


vil conſtitution ever thought. to be endan ered by 


fuch proceedings Aud if fo. much care be 1418 
to move all grievances. and abuſes in ihe ſtate, 


oup bt not our ſpiritual ps 40 be equally ſes 


dulous in having whatever is amiſs us in the worſhih, 


or diſtipline of the church altered and correfted ? 
Fer why ſhould we not alt the ſame rational part, 
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in civil affairs? Is religion ef izſs moment uld 
importance to us, than that of the ſtate? 
N ben a book in any part of 5 : 
Aſbed, the utmoſt care is taken to have rhe ſubjetd 
matter exprefſed in words clear and pertinent, and 
the whole performance to be as exatt as poffible. 
If any error or miſtake eſcapes' obſervation ; Bo 
will all honeſt enquirers after truth be «thankful 
to that perſon, who endeavours to convince bim 
5 thereof. And in all ſubſequent editions, with 
* - tohat ſolicitous care is every ſlip or miſtake altered 
* _andamended, that it may ftill appear more perfect 
A and compleat ? And what good reaſon can be aſ- 
* #frgned, why there ſhould not be the ſame; or greater 
care taken, as to what relates to the truths of 
religion, and the parts of religious worſhip ? Are 
doe to permit. miſtakes in the tranſlation of our 
i - bible, in the offices of our church, to remain with- 
vut correction and amendment, only becaiiſe it con- 
cerns matters of religion? Should we enjoin our 
; liturgy and articles to be ſubſcribed in the maſt ſo- 
2 | lemn manner, when it may be truly ſaid, that ſome 
4 e the moſt learned and beſt men of our churth, 
F © quith great ingenuity admit, that many particult 
* in both require alteration and amendment; not 
only in regard to the change of language, which is 
3 very material, bit alſo with reſpect to the ar- 
Iicles of religion, many of which ate not now rea 
 —teived in the ſame ſenſe, as when firſt compoſed? 
* Will the obliging people th comply with what 
ſſeems at leaſt doubtful, if not much worſe, tend to 
A male them ſincere in their devotion? For can 17 
3 with truth confeſs to God that there is no health 
in me; when the fact is quite the reverſe? How 
4 few are there, that can cpith fincerity ſay, * Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word.“ And yet this manifeſt 
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( viii | 
thing i is expreſſed by. all in our daily evening fer. 885 


vice. How can we in the commination declares 
that ue wiſb the antient diſcipline f the church 
- Was reſtored, and yet uſe no endeavours towards. 
it? Or in the ſame ofice, how few are there, if 
any, who can truly ſay, ** be favourable, O Lord, 

to thy people; who turn to thee, in weeping, 
. faſting, and praying! 5 Or can papiſts really be- 


. Tieve as ſincere, in denying tranſubſtantiation, and 
the real preſence, when we inſtru? our children in 


. the catechiſm, that the beer and blood of Chriſt, 


are verily and indeed taken, and received by 4 


Faithful in the Lord's ſupperz and uſe this ex- 
. preſſion in the communion ; grant us, ſo to eat the 


fleſh of thy dear ſon, and to drink his blood, Sr. 


or will they be convinced, that we rejet? their doc- 
rine of abſolution, ſo long as theſe words are in 
bur liturgy, J abſolve thee from all thy ſins? 7 
Have myſelf converſed with prieſts who inſiſted that. 


theſe expreſſions were 
Ibeir doctrines. With as little ſincerity can ſeveral 


entirely in favour of 


_ expreſſions in the offices of confirmation, of baptiſm 


and burial, be ſaid by any one“. 
meaning. different from, and contrary to what we 


To refer us to a 


Mer up to almighty Ged on ſuch occaſious, is not 


jo the purpoſe : For we may as well uſe another 
language, as to ſay one thing with our lips, and 


mean another in our minds. Theſe particulars 


can never be right, nor admit of any rational vin- 


dication. 
common: ſenſe; do not truth and chriſtian ſincerity, 


Therefore do not ſcripture, reaſon and 


in the uſe of theſe our moſt ſolemn offices of devotion, 


* 


all reſpeclively plead for an alteration in ſuch” 


things? and will you ſuffer ſmell and triſling ob- 


Jelllons, f no ng al and in per tac, to take 


place, 


See x an n letter of a clergyman at the end 
. of the expediency, 


x 
e 


| 6 ix ) | | 
place, in. oppoſing all juſt and reaſonable amend- 
ments, to the great reproach of Chriſtianity by our 
infidels and deiſts? It may be expected not. And I 
hope what is offered in the enſuing epitome, will be 


ſufficient to convince thofe *0ho are of your flock, or 
doit hin your power of perſuaſion, that to have 
our liturgy, articles and canons reviſed and altered 
is a thing highly neceſſary and expedient, and this 


not only as a private opinion of my own, but as 


being alſo the declared ſentiments of many of our 
moſt eminent biſhops and divines, and which if 


alſo enforced by your farther recommendation, then 


might we expect to ſee ſoon accompliſhed, what 
has been long and earneſtly wiſhed for. For ſurely, 
the judgment of ſo many eminent divines in fa- © 


vour of a more perfect reformation, in our liturgy 


and ecclefiaſtical conſtitution, ought not in reaſon 


to be diſregarded, flighted and rejected; unleſs we 


are to pay more deference and attention, to ſome 
injudicious, miſtaken, if not ill deſigning zealots, 
than to the biſhops of our church, who have with- 
| ftood popery and presbytery; who were the orna- 
ments of it when living, and whoſe pious memory 
| evill be efteemed and venerated by all good men, to 
be lateſt poſterity. LE 
Dou will not then let prejudice, or private ſiniſter 
_ views prevail over reaſon and truth, but permit 
matters of fad, and rational conviction, to govern 
your minds; you will ſhew yourſelves chriſtian 
divines, lovers of truth, ſincere and conſiſtent pro- 


teftants;, att but this part, and then we may ex- 


pert true religion to encreaſe, the church of Eng- 


and to flouriſh, and become glorious throughout the 


earth. Then will deiſm, infidelity, and its in- 
ſeparable companions popery and immorality gra- 
dually leſſen, and poſſibly in time ceaſe to be among 
1. For if we da our duty, we need not fear, but 
| %%% a on +, "God 
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God will confer a Blefi ng on our prudent en- 
dea vours. | 


And if ever we would have true religion fouriſh, 


and encreaſe inour land, if we would have deiſm, im 
piety, and popery to be rooted out, it muſt 


chiefly be done, by having a true tranſlation of the 
bible, aud our religious worſhip as pure and per- 


Felt as poſſible ,, our articles of religion clear and 


certain, few in number, and conſonant to ſcripture. 


For when ouce cur tranſlation - is rendered more 
_ agreeable to the original, whey our articles of re- 
ligion do more correſpond with the ſcriptures, as 
being now better underſtood by the help of learned 
nen; not containing any diſputalle points, and 
only ſuch to be ſubſcribed, as are neceſſary to ſal- 


dation; that aur canons are made mere ſuitable 


to the proſent times, our public offices of divine. 
worſhip rendered more uniform and rational, more 
ſerious and devout ;, when theſe particulars are 
nce done, what an alteration may we not rea- 
fonagly expect under God, both in the thoughts, 
| ive actions, and manners of men among ſt us? N 

And may we nat upon good grounds, wiſh and. 


expett, that you, gentlemen, whoſe immediate pro- 


wince it is, will exert your zeal and influence, in 
fatwour of a deſign, that is in itſelf ſo excellent and 
praiſe-worthy; a deſign that may have a great 
tendency to make our deiſts become believers, and 


eur papiſts to turn proteſtants. This may be a method 


much ſooner to convince them of their errors, than 
if. all car 9ijhops and divines were to write againſt 
them. But ſhould it not effect this, yet it will 
fully convince all men, that you have chriſtianity 
aud the proſperity of the church of England, truly 
2 heart; and that you uſed your bet endeavours 
to promote the intereſt of both ; and what a bleſſed 
omen woula 7075 ve to the we and felicity of Ubi 
church 5 


1 he” Lao Toni wag > yore $7 abr 
* Sy F Wh % 


7 
5 
Eo 
8858 
1 
7 2 
7 1 
* 
xd 
ws, 
Y \ 
"ey 
Wot” | 
* 
2 
* 
Ig 
['s { 
2 
ag 
Tha 
wa 
25 
* 74 
* 
. I 
» 
_ 
2. 
> 
* 
. ae 
Jy 
1 
3 
To 
N 
+ 4x08 
1 
9 
cy 
is 
"178 
— 
9288 
4 
« 
4 
is 4 
| 


e 
is a ad RE DIES) 
* e 


þ * 
l * \ *e * N 
5 : . „ r : 
» 5 8 * 2 "> 1 "yi 7 1 ? is - 2-4 5] 2 3 
__ — — n JJ CEO A Ed EE RENTING 
\ * „ 2 28 n 23, pt 18 oy . r > 2 OE 2 _— ——— N Y K 
2 2 e mae 19t 2 Ft Rk r IS 
3 8 r 8 e : 8 
Sen . N bin . ne FL $2 * 3 

WSW AAo 

„ 1 


* n * 1 
7 


(xi ) 


church and nation; ; would you join heartily 3 in 


promoting a ſcheme, that will ſo highly conduce 


ta God's honour and glory, and the ſincere practice 


of true religion. 


Your application to your. reſpeBFive die- 
ceſans, would have great weight to inſure their 
intereſts with the civil power, to countenance and 
perfect ſo excellent an undertaking, and I bope 
you will there meet with an eaſy acceſs, and. ſuf- 


Ficient encouragement to proceed in ſa important an 


affair. Your perſonal influence with thoſe unter 
your charge and care, will contribute greatly to re- 


move ſuch prejudices, as ſome unhappy minds may 
poſſibly conceive againſt it, if your own inclinations. 


will but lead you to engage therein; on that de- 
pends all our hopes. For if you, gentlemen, will 


but heartily eſpouſe and countenance ſo truly a re- 


ligious ſcheme, it may ſpeedily and with the greateſt 
eaſe, be carried into execution. And may the ſpi- 


rit of all wiſdom inſpire you with ſentiments ſuit- 


able to the occaſion ,, with juſt notions of the great 


decay of true religion and virtue; of the dan- 


gerous encreaſe of popery and infidtlity 3 and that 
you may proceed in an affair of ſo delicate amature 
with chriſtian reſolution and fortitude, with chrif- . 


tion ſincerity, moderation and charity. 


But if I cannot perſuade you to this by 7 reaſon. 


i and argument, ſo neither will I elne ee 


you, It muſt be left to yourſelves, after a. ſerious 
and impartial reſiection on what has been ſug- 

geſted to you of late, in many uſeful treatiſes x 
whether you will, or will not, give countenance to 
a ſcheme for having ſome proper and ſeaſonable al- 
terations made in the liturgy and confjitution of 
our church? Or, will bufily oppoſe all attempis 


of that kind? And perbaps, ſome of you wilhut 


examining or conſidering what is propoſed, and ſo 
3 2 2 ccondemn 


( xi ) 

condemn it without reaſon, however rational and 
t reaſonable the thing may be in itſelf. But, gen- 
|  tlemen, would this be an inſtance of wiſdom, much 
1 leſs of true chriſtianity ? No, this would be a con- 
l Aut, that Thopein this enlightened age, will never 

1 more appear in a body of men, who are ſo much 
=. admired, and in general moſt deſervedly, for their 
| 
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: learning and abilities, as well as moſt nobly re- 
warded for their labours in the minifiry, with . 

ſuch large and ample revenues. 

1 An ingenious author very juſtly obſerves*, ce that 

i one of the nobleſt uſes which can be made of chriſtian 

ö a ntiquities, would be to learn wiſdom, and union, 


j and moderation, from the faults, indiſcretions and 

4 follies, and from the prudence, charity and piety of '$ 

[ our predeceſſors ,, to obſerve carefully what was 

| good, and what was blameable in remoter ages, 

and thence to reprove ourſelves, as we are a chriſ- 

| tian nation, by removing the blemiſhes and defects, 

from which perhaps we are not free; and by 

= _ adopting every thing commendable, which we may 

f have negletted.” 

6 For it ſbould be confi dered, « that as bon as 

* chriſtian ſocieties began, debates began, and as 

1 ſoon as chriſtianity was by law eſtabliſhed, debates 

{ grew more violent. It is not in the wit, or in the 

ö Power of man, or ratber it is an impelibiliy, to 

prevent diverſity of opinions, ſince this is the un- 

avoidable reſult of human imperfectious and hu- 
man liberty, and is not to be removed, unleſs we 

bad more light, or leſs agency.” And it is much 
to be lamented, that there is, in this great in- 

 firmary, among other diftempers with which poor 
mortals are afflicted, an intemperate xcal, or a 
ſpirit of party, which when it ariſes to a certain 
Pitch, 40 not 10 be reftrained by the 12 5 bands of 

| 1 reaſon, 

* Fortin” $ remarks, preface, p. 10, I 35 32. 
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( x1 | 
reaſon, they are broken aſunder, as a thread touch- 
TDN C0470 Ab, 
You well know, that the clergy in the time of 
Henry VIII. and Edward VI. complied with the 


alterations then made ; and yet the cauſe or ſpring 


of their prejudices we may ſuppoſe were. much 


greater, than can be imagined to be found in any 
of you. For then many eſſential. points, both in 


doctrine and worſhip were to be altered; but what- 


is now defired, as being much. wanted, is only to 


improve and make more perfetf a foundation, 
which confidering the time when it was begun, 
muſt be allowed to be moſt excellent. Why' then 
ſhould not you alſo concur in a ſcheme that will be 
very advantageous to religion in general, and to 


| the church of England in particular? Could I 


think any danger would enſue to the eſtabliſhed 
church by what has been of late propoſed, there is 
no one would be more againſt it than myſelf. 

It is no doubt your duty to oppoſe whatever at- 


tempts may be made, to alter any thing contrary to 
 ſeripture, truth and reaſon; becauſe, not to do 
_ this, would be really criminal in you, and very 


injurious to our church, But then, is it not 


_ equally incumbent on you as miniſters of the ſame 


church, that you uſe your utmoſt endeavours, to 


Have all ſuch things as are amiſs, reftified and 


made more agreeable to ſcripture, truth and rea- 


ſon than they now are? becauſe this will have a 


natural tendency io raiſe the reputation of our 


church, to render it more glorious, more pure and 


perfect, and more unexceptionable to others. In 
all other caſes of a like nature, this would be e- 
teemed a moſt juſt argument, a very rational way 


_ of proceeding, and why not in the inſtance before 


us? For my own part, I muſt be ſo free as to con- 


eſs myſelf at a loſs, how clergymen, that have the 


cauſ? 


( xiv ) 


cauſe of truth and religion ſi neerely at heart, can 


reconcile it to their own minds, that they are not 
the moſt forward in promoting, inſtead of oppo- 
ſing, a deſign which ſo much tends to improve and 
| frrengthen the eſtabliſhed church, and enlarge its 
borders. Gentlemen, let me beg of you here to 


pauſe.—Let me intreat you friouſy, candidly and 
impartially to Nec on, to weigh and conft der 


bis. — 
And after a chriſtian, 7 rational. reflefii on, 


can you really and truly think any danger will en- 


| ſue to our church, by your. conſenting to have ſuch 


things altered, as have been propoſed and recom 


mended by no fewer, nor leſs eminent prelates and 


divines, than Tillotſon, Wake, Sharp, Stilling- 


fleet, Wilkins, Patrick, Burnet, Lloyd, Kidder, 


Fowler, Williams, Goodman; Scot, Stanhope, 
Prideaux, Nicholls, and many more that might 
be mentioned; who have all appeared in favour of 
reviewing and amending our common prayer. For 

ts tt poſſible to ſuppoſe, that all theſe learned and 
ious divines, would conſpire to ruin and deſtroy 
church of which they were its greateſt orna- 
ments ? Let but reaſon and common ſenſe govern 


u,, and it will then appear, that there can be no 


Juſt and reaſonable objettions; agoinſt reviſing and 
altering our liturgy, in all things neceſſary and 
expedient, ** I would then beg of you, not to 


edo your ſelves unconcerned about a reformation in 


the church, (for that muſt highly reflect upon your 


religious character) nor yet in other reſpects weaken 


the hands of thoſe, who may be carrying on that 
reformation ;, ſince this, if peſſible, will render. | 


that valuable charafter ſtill more obnoxious ,*? 


but conſider well what new is, and lately bas 
been urged i in this 8 in e the follow- 


E bee > I 
RPM. thn; I Be . 

W N r © 

dd pe Oo oC 

e 


4 : * — 2 5 - 
8 N . 3 . 
C . 
PFF 
ee ee ee eee . 


( xv.) | 
ing words made uſe of by biſhop Wake, at Sache- 
yerel's trial, 3 . 

F things alterable, be altered, upon the 
grounds of prudence and charity, and things de- 
fective be ſupplied, and things abuſed be reſtored 
to their proper uſe, and things of a more ordinary 
compoſition, be reviſed and improved; whilſt the 


doetrine, government, and worſhip of the church 


remain entire in all the ſubſtantial parts of them 
we have all reaſon to believe, that this will be ſo 
far from injuring the wp on the contrary, 
it will receive a very great benefit by it.” And 


it is ſubmitted to your candid and unprejudiced 
judgment, as miniſters of Chriſt*s goſpel, whether 


the particulars recommended in the enſuing tract, 


do not perfectly correſpond with the above de- 


ſcription? And unleſs the preſent conſtitution of 
our church, is ta continue the ſame in all future 


ages, (which God forbid) what time can be more 

opportune for undertaking the improvement of it, 
| than what through a kind providence, the preſent 
conjuncture affords ? Permit me to add the ob- 
ſervations of an excellent writer, in a letter to 
Bis friend, in favour of this deſſgn. 


AI am of opinion, that the propoſal which you 
mention, if managed with wiſdom and candor, as 


I hope it will, may prove of conſiderable ſervice 


to prevent the growth of popery, and to put ſome 


flop to the prevalence of infidelity. There ſeems 


to be a greater connection between theſe two, than 


is commonly imagined, and the one is ſetting for- 


ward the deſign of the other. Archbiſhop Tillot- 
ſon was wiſely aware of this, and bent his en- 


 deavours againſt both, as equally deſtruftive of 


true religion. He ſaw, ſays biſbop Burnet, that 
popery was at the root of atheiſm and impiety; 


ond that the deſign ſeemed to be laid, to make "us 


(xvi "x 
Ir ſt atheiſts, that we might the more eafily Be 
made papiſts : and that many did not flick to own, 


that we could have nao certainty, even for the 


chriſtian religion, unleſs we believed the infalli- 
bility of what they called the church. This gave 


him a deep and juſt indignation, and it cauſed him 


to ſet the whole ſtrength of his thoughts and flu- 
dies, to withſtand the progreſs that infidelity Was 
n 


He looked on the whole complex of popery, as 


ach a corr 3 of the whole defign of cbriſti- 
 enity, that he thought it was incumbent on him 


to fet himfelf gain it, with the zeal and cou- 
rage which became that cauſe, and was neceſſary 


for thoſe times, He thonght the idolatry and ſu- 


perſtition of the church of Rome, did enervate 


true piety and morality, and that their cruelty was 
ch a contradiction to the meekneſs of Chriſt, and 


to that love and charity, which be made the cha- 


racter and diſpaſition of his diſciples and followers, 

that he reſolved 10 facrifice every thing, except a 
goad conſcience, in à cauſe, for which be had re- 
Soak af it ſhould come to extremities, to become a 
fecrifice himſelf. Here you bave the ſenſe, the 


condud, and the reſolutions of one of the greateſt 
and beſt of men, laid before jou, and I doubt nos 


But you will make a proper uſe of it, to ſerve the 


true interefl of religion, and prevent the unhappy 
growth of what' ſo manifeſtly tends to its ruin.“ 


Indeed, here is a noble example, in all reſpefs 


_ wwortby of your moſt religious zeal to imitate. 


The words of biſhop Burnet, being part of his 
advice to the clergy, 1 humbly apprehend, may 


not be improper on this occafion, but demand the 


ferious and impartial attention of all thoſe who 


— 


* Appeal to common reaſon, &c, p. 132 to 134. 
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( xvit ) 
are poſſeſſed with a true ſenſe of religion, and would 
endeavour at the upright diſcharge of the duties of 
Chriſts miniſtry, 

„„ Above all things, ſays the biſhop, raiſe with- 
in yourſelves a zeal for doing good, and for gaining 
ſouls. 1 have lamented during my whole life, that 
I ſaw ſo little true zeal among our clergy : I ſaw 
much of it in the clergy of the church of Rome, 


though it is both ill directed and ill conducted. I 
ſaw much zeal, likewiſe throughout the foreign 


churches; the diſſenters have a great deal among 
them, but I muſt own, that the main body of our 


Clergy has always appeared dead and lifeleſs to me; 


and inſtead of animating one another, they ſeem ra- 


ther to lay one another aſleep: Without a viſible 
alteration in this, you will fall under an univerſal 


contempt, and loſe both the credit and fruits . your 


_ miniſtry, 


« In the matter of myſteries Je very cautious; 


for the ſimpliciiy, in which thoſe ſublime truths 
are delivered in the ſcriptures, ought to be well 
ſtudied and adhered to, only one part of the argu- 
ment ſhould be infi Bed upon, I mean the ſhortneſs 


and defectiveneſs of our faculties, which being well 


conſidered, will afford a great variety of noble ſpe- 


culations that are obvious and eafily apprehended, 
to reſtrain the wanton ſallies of ſome petulant men. 
Study to underſtand well the controverſies of the 
church of Rome, chiefly thoſe concerning infallibi- 
lity and tranſubſtantiation; for in managing thoſe, 
their miſſionaries have a particular adareſs , learn 
to view popery in a true light, as a conſpiracy to 


exali the powers of the clergy, even by ſubjefting 

' the moſt ſacred truths of religion, to contrivances 
For raiſing their authority, and by offering to the 
world another method of being ſaved, beſides that 


hes in the gojpet.. 200 is a maſs of im- 
b 


Poſture: 


(viii) 
Pofures, ſupported by men who manage them with 
Creat advaniage, and impoſe them with inexpreſ- 


Able ſeverities, on thoſe who dare call any thing in 
queſtion, that they diftate to them. I ſee a ſpirit 


riſing among us, too like, that of the church of 
Rome, of advancing the clergy beyond their due 
authority, to an unjuſt pitch, This rather height- 
ens jealouſies and prejudices againſt us, than ad- 
wanres our real authority; and it will forlify the 


deſigns of profane infidels, who dejire nothing more, 
than to ſee the public miniſtry of the church firſt. 


diſgraced, and then aboliſhed. The carrying any 


thing too far commonly leads men in the other ex- 
treme; we are the diſpenſers of the word and ſa- 
 craments, and the mere faithful and diligent we 


are in this, the world will pay ſo much the more 


_reſpe and ſubmiſh ion tous: And our maintaining 
an argument for more power than we now have, 


coil be of no effect unleſs the world fees, that we 


make a good uſe of the authority that 1s already in 


our hands, It is with the clergy as with princes, 
the only way lo keep their prerogative from being 


uneaſy 10 their fubjefts, aud from being diſputed, 


is to manage it wholly for their good and ad- 


vantage; then will all be for il, when they nd 


it is for them. Therefore let the clergy live and 
labour cell, and they will feel that as much autho- 
rity will follow that, as thiy will know bow 10 


manage well,” 
« [do not enter into the ſeardalous 8 65 
non-refidence and pluralities, which are ſheltered 


by fo many colcurs of law among us; whereas the 
church of Rome, from whence we bad thoſe, and 


many ci ber abuſes, has freed herfelf from this, un- 
der vol ich we ſtill labour, to our great and juſt re- 
proach. This is ſo ſhameful a profanation of ho- 
4h things, tal it ougbt to be ireated with delef- 
k lain 
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(Abe) 
tation and horror : Do ſuch men think on the 
vows they made on their ordination, on the rules in 
the  ſcripture,on the nature of their function, ar that 
it is a care of ſouls. How long, bow long ſhal! this be 

the peculiar diſgrace of our church,which, for aught 


if know, is the only church that tolerates it? 


I muſt add, that I do not reckon the holding poor 
livings that lie contiguous, a plurality, where both 
are looked after, and 50th afford only a competent 


maintenance. 


« O my brethren, ( for 1 ſpeak to you as if I was 
among you) think what mauner of perſons you 
ought to be, in all holy converſation and godlineſs, 


that ſo you may ſhine as lights in the woria. Think 


of the account you muſt give for thoſe immortal 
ſouls committed to your care, which were redeemed 
by the blood of Chriſt, who bas ſent you in his name, 
to perſuade them io be reconciled to God, and at 


laſt to preſent them to him with exceeding joy; he 


ſees and obſerves your labours, and will recompence 
them gloriouſiy in that great day. I leave all theſe 


things on your conſciences, and pray earneſtly, that 


God may give his bleſſing to this poſthumous labour 


of mine, that our church may be ſo built up by 
your labours, that it may continue to be long the 


Joy of the whole earth, in the perfection of its 
beauty, and may be a pattern as well as give pro- 


tection to all the churches of God.“. 


T will detain vou no longer, only F 1 1 
you to peruſe what is now laid before you, with 


that ſeriouſneſs and fincere regard to truth as be- 
comes the miniſters of Chriſt; let not ſiniſter 
vie res or private intercjs tempt you to pronounce 


an unreaſonable, unj ſt judgment, or determination 
in a point, wherein the goſpel truths of your great 


5 lord and maſter are ſo nearly concerned, Let it. 


appear 


* Burnet $ concluſioa to the hiſtory of his own times, 


4 xvili) 


Poftures, ſupperied by men who manage them with 
Creat advantage, and impoſe them with inexpreſ- 
Able ſeverittes, on thoſe who dare call any thing in 


queſtion, that they dictate to them. I ſee a ſpirit 


riſing among us, too like that of the church of 
Rome, of advancing the clergy beyond their due 
authority, to an unjuſt pitch, This rather height- 


ens jealoufies and prejudices againſt us, than ad- 


van'es our real authority ; and it will fortify the 


deſigns of profane infidels, who dejire nothing more, 


than to ſee the public miniſtry of the church firſt 
diſgraced, and then aboliſhed. The carrying any 
thing too far commonly leads men in the other ex- 
treme; we are the diſpenſers of the word and ſa- 
craments, and the mere faithful and diligent we 
are in this, the world will pay ſo much the more 


reſpect and ſubmiſſion tous: And our maintaining 


an argument for more power than we now have, 


vill be of no effect unleſs the world fees, that we 


make a good uſe of the authority that is already in 
our hands, It is with the clergy as with princes, 
the only way lo keep their prerogative from being 


uneaſy to their fubjetts, and from being diſputed, 


35 10 manage it wholly for their good and ad- 


vantage; then will all be for it, when they find 
it is for them. Therefore let the clergy live and 


labour wwell, and they will feel that as much aut bo- 
rity will follow that, as they will KNOW how 10 
manage well,” 


« [do notenter into the ſcandalous aer of 


non-reſiacnce and pluralities, which are fheltered 
| by fo many colcurs of law among us; whereas the 


church of Rome, from whence wwe had thoſe, and 


many other abuſes, has freed herſelf from this, un- 
der which we flill labour, to our great and juſt re- 
proach. This is ſo ſhameful a profanation of ho- 


Ly things, 4 that it bus be to be ireated with del eſ 
taiion 
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( xix ) 
tation and horror : Do ſuch men think on the 
vows they made on their ordination, on the rules in 
the ſcripture,on the nature of their function, ar that 
it is a care of ſouls. How long, how long ſball ibis be 
the peculiar diſgrace of our church,which, for aught 


I know, is the only church that tolerates it? 


Imuſt add, that I do not reckon the holding poor 


livings that lie contiguous, a plurality, 3 both 


are looked after, and both afford only a competent 
maintenance. 

« O my brethren, ( for 1 ſpeak to you as if I was 
among you) think what mauner of perſons you 
ought to be, in all holy converſation and gadlineſs, 


that ſo you may ſhine as lights in the world. Think 


of the account you muſt give for thoſe immortal 


ſouls committed to your care, which were redeemed 


by the blood of Chriſt, who has ſent you in his name, 


to perſuade them to be reconciled to God, and at 


laſt to preſent them to him with exceeding joy; be 
ſees and obſerves your labours, and will recompence 


them plorioufly in that great day. I leave all theſe 
things on your conſciences, and pray earneſtly, that 
God may give his bleſſing to this poſthumous labour 
of mine, that our church may be ſo built up by 


your labours, that it may continue to be long the 
Joy of the whole earth, in the perfection of its 
beauty, and may be a pattern as well as give 425 | 


5 tection to all the churches of God.“.“ 


Iwill detain vou no longer, only Jet me requeſt 
you to peruſe what is now laid before you, with 


that ſeriouſneſs and ſincere regard to truth as be- 


comes the miniſters of Chriſt; let not ſiniſter 
views or private inter; tempt you to pronounce 
an unreaſonable, unjuſt judgment, or determination 
in a point, wherein the poſpe! truths of your great 


lord and maſter are ſo nearly concerned. Let it 


appear 
* Burner 8 e to che hiſtory of his own times, 


691 
appear to all men, that your minds are influenced 
and governed by reaſon, truth and godly ſincerity ; 
let not therefore prejudice and prepoſſeſſion, luke- 


warmneſs on temerity, divert you from exerting 
_ yourſelves, in the cauſe of God and religion; But 


tet the ſolemn engagements which your ſacred office 


obliged you to, at your firſt admiſſion therein, be 
ever preſent to your remembrance, Suffer no mo- 
tives, however alluring, ſo to captivate your un- 
| derſtandings, as io make you forget the performance 
f thoſe promiſes, you then moſt ſolemnly made, and 
thereby loſe your integrity; and if you will thus 


ſeriouſly reflect on the many obligations which your 
divine funttion - doth moſt certainly lay you under; 


I perſuade myſelf, that what is here ſubmitted to 


your fair and candid judgment, urged with good 
reaſon, truth and argument, and ſupported with 
me of the beſt authorities, will not only tend to 
induce you to determine in favour of the queſtion, 


whether a tranſlation of the bible, and a revicw of 
our liturgy, articles, and canons, are not things 


moſt juſt and reaſonable in themſelves, and very fit 
and proper to be undertaken at the preſent juntture 


time; but alſo obtain your countenance, influence, 
and encouragement, to have the defign carried into 


execution? 
Examine fairly, judge rationally, and determine 


impartialih, like good mon, chriſtian divines, and 
lovers of truth, . = 


THE 
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THE 


LY 


| QUESTION 


Truly Stated, 


Fellow Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 


Y preſent deſign is not to deceive youz 
or impoſe upon your underſtandings; 


is, that you will reſolve to exerciſe your reaſoflable 


faculties, to examine fairly and calmly what is of- 
tered, to lay aſide all prejudices and prepoſſeſſions, 
all private views and ſelt-intereſt, which may ſeem 
to obſtruct a free enquiry, that 10 being unbiaſſed 


and impartial, you may receive truth with the. 
greater advantage. 


The points ſubmitted to your preſent conſide- 


rations are, whether we ſhould have the bible, 
which contains the revealed will of God to man, 
truly tranſlated from the original, all known er- 
rors and miſtakes rectified, and ſuch paſſages as 


are ſeemingly inconſiſtent, compared and recon- 
ciled one with the other? Or, that we muſt be 


contented with the preſent tranſlation, ſo imper- 


fect as it is, eſpecially, at a time, when we may 


have the aſſiſtance of many learned men, ſome 
living, and by the works of others dead, whoſe 


ſuperior advantages of ſtudying tlie ſcrip- 


tures, in their original languages, muſt be ſup- 
Pons 


: but to reaſon plainly with you in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs and love, on very ſerious and 
important ſubjects ; wherein the truths of reli- 
gion, and the right worſhip of almighty God 
are moſt nearly concerned. All I requeſt of you 
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poſed to know and underſtand them better, than 


the old tranſlators did, and conſequently are able 
to render a more juſt tranſlation, than was poſ- 


ſible to be done, above a century paſt ?—Another 


material concern is, whether our public forms of 


divine worſhip, when we approach the infinitely 


perfect God, the ſupreme governor of the 


world, ſhould not be expreſſed in language plain 


and caſy free from figurative and obſcure terms, 


diſputable or doubtful expreſſions, that ſo we may 


offer up to the almighty a conſiſtent and rea- 


ſonable ſervice, worthy of us his creatures, and 
fit for his acceptance, through the merits of our 


bleſſed lord? Or whether we muſt be confined. 


to the uſe of a liturgy, which in the opinion of 
many eminent biſhops and learned divines of our 


church, does greatly require a review, and alte- 
_ rations to be made in various particulars ? And as 
in our liturgy, ſo alſo in the thirty nine articles : 


of religion and canons. 
Theſe are the ſubjects I would earneſtly re- 


commend to your mature and impartial conſi- 
deration. And I hope that a new tranſlation of 


the bible, and a review of our liturgy, articles 


and canons, where needful, will appear ſo ne- f 


ceſſary, as well as reaſonable in itſelf, that you 


will not only concur with me in approving of, but 
alſo in endeavouring to promote ſuch excellent 
deſigns, by every method within your power. 
The church of England has many adverſaries 


to guard and defend herſelf againſt, as a chriſtian 


church; the atheiſt, deiſt, "and infidel, lie in 


wait, and are ever ready to attack her toundation, 
even in the eſſentials of religion. As a proteſtant 
church, the artful and ſedulous prieſts and emiſ- 
ſaries of Rome, incenſed at her having recourſe 


to the ſcriptures, as the only rule of "faith and 
trial 
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The QUESTION rruly flated. 3. 


trial of doctrines, and to the exerciſe of that 
reaſon which God has implanted in us, on pur- 
poſe to diſtinguiſh truth from falſhood ; are fo 
enraged at our reforming from, and expoling 


her many idolatrous, ſuperſtitious doctrines and 


practices, that they inceſſantly labour to make 
proſelytes from our church, by corrupting her 
members, and ſeducing them to the church of 
Rome ; and are therefore conſtantly upen the 
watch, either to expoſe the preſent doctrine of 


our church, or to prevent her reforming farther 


from them ; well knowing that ſuch a refor- 
mation will tend to leſſen the number of papiſts, 
as alſo the power and influence of their prieſts, 
For ſo long as we retain ſome things in our 


liturgy, that ſeem to favour their notions of 
tranſubſtantiation, auricular confeſſion, abſolution 


of the prieſts, &c. they flatter themſelves, that 
whilſt theſe continue unaltered, they will have 


a tolerable chance, to impoſe upon the ignorant 


and unlearned, and make them think that the 


church of England believes theſe falſe and un- 


ſcriptural tenets as well as themſelves. Again, 
The church of England, as an eſtabliſhed 


church, has alſo the Diſſenters of all denomi- 


nations, who differ from her, to engage with; 
and though I beheve we have no reaſon at pre- 


ſent to conſider them as enemies to our church, 
yet it is natural to ſuppoſe, that they will endea- 


vour to juſtify their ſeparation all they can, by 
obſerving ſuch errors and miltakes, as they can 
diſcover in the eſtabliſhment. Under theſe cir- 


cumſtances, whether we conſider the atheiſt, or 


the deiſt, the papiſt, or the difſenter, it certainly 
behoves both the civil and ſpiritual governors of 


the church of England, to take due care, that 


the ſoundneſs of her faith, the truth of her doc- 
| B 3 trine, 5 
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trine, the excellency and perfection of her 
liturgy, ſhould be ſuch, as will ſtand the teſt of 
all oppoſers, and leave no juſt room for any ta 
call in queſtion the leaſt part of her eſtabliſnment. 
Becauſe, the more exact, perfect, and conſonant 
to ſcripture, truth and reaſon, that 1s, the better 
qualified and entitled will foe be, to require con- 
formity to her rules and orders as an eſtabliſhed 
church, and at the ſame time render Jeſs excu 
ſable, thoſe who ſhall then diſſent from her. 
The learned $Sti/lingfleet admired * 5+ the pru- 4 
dence and temper of the French churches, who 
were fo far from inſerting any thing controverſial > 
in their public forms, that papiſts themſelves = 
would uſe them: and ſays, that the ſame temper 
was uſed by our reformers, in the compoſing 
our liturgy in reference to the papiſts, the only 
party then appearing, whom they deſired to dra 
Into their communion, by coming as near them 
as they well and ſafely could; and certainly thoſe 
holy men, who did ſeek by any means to draw 
In others at ſuch a diſtance, irom their principles, 
as the papiſts were, did never intend by what 
they did, for that end, to exclude any trul 
tender conſciences from their communion. - That 
which they laid as a bait for them, was never 
intended for a hook for thoſe of their own pro- 
feſſion. But the ſame or greater reaſon, which 
made them at that time yield ſo far to them, would 
now have perſuaded them to alter and lay aſide 
thoſe things which yield matter of offence, to any 


of the ſame profeſſion with themſelves now ; for E 
furely none will be ſo uncharitable towards thoſe . 
of his Own profeſſion, as not to think there iS as 0 
NY TY ED 2 ed þ 
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The QUESTION rruly flated. s 


much reaſon to yield in compliance with them, 


as with the Papiſts. And ſays dean Sherlock, 
« We have reaſon to hope, that the church 
of England, which at the beginning of the re- 


formation, took ſuch prudent care not to offend 


the papiſts, by going farther from them, than 
was neceſſary, will whenever it is likely to do 
good, condeſcend a great deal farther than it is 


neceſſary to reform, to meet the diſſenter; for 
while the external decency, gravity and ſolemnity 
of worſhip is ſecured, no wiſe and good man 


will think much, to change a changeable cere- 
mony, when it will heal the breaches and di- 
viſions of the church; and let us all heartily pray 


to God, that there may be this good and 


peaceable diſpoſition of mind in as all, towards 


a happy reunion; and all conſidering men will 
think it time to lay aſide little diſputes; when it 
is not merely the church of England nor any 
particular ſet of proteſtants, whoſe ruin is aimed 
at, but the whole proteſtant faith.” Though 
the obſervations of theſe two learned divines, 
ought ſeriouſly to be conſidered by all Pro- 
teſtants, as being of great weight in favour of 
chriſtian unity; yet my preſent deſign is ſolely 
with a view to advance the honour and repu- 


tation of our church, excluſive of any the leaft 
concern towards proteſtant diſſenters, more than 


what may be conſequential to ſuch an under- 
taking; and which I hope can be no crime; or 

deemed ſo by any good chriſtian, = 
It may be proper previouſly to remark, before 
I proceed farther, that I would not he thought to 
intend, or aim at any alterations in our bible, li- 
turgy, articles and canons, but what ſhall be 


Judged 


. 
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* Sermon before the Lord Mayor, in 1688. Cg 
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The QUESTION truly ſtuted. 


1 neceſſary by our biſhops and ſuch other 
learned divines, as may be authoriſed by his ma- 


jeſty, to examine into particulars; and then for 
ſuch alterations to be laid before the convocation, 
and afterwards to receive the ſanction of king, 
lords, and commons; and ſurely ſuch a method as 
this, muſt be very ſafe for the church, and tend to 
inſure her protection, and enlarge her communion 
nor is a procedure of this kind new, the ſame hav- 


ing been done many times ſince the reformation. 
Dr. Nichols informs us, that there were no leſs 

than five tranſlations of the bible, in the ſpace of 

ſeventy- two years, and eight reviews of the com · 


mon prayer, in the compaſs of an hundred and 
twenty-five years“. But biſhop Vic holſan in his apo- 


logy, aſſures us, that the common prayer had un- 


dergone the file fifteen times before 1644, when it 
was aboliſhed :** and one ſince in the year 1661. 
And was there no good reaſon to be aſſigned for 
another review, then the omiſſion might be well 
excuſed. But let us hear the ſentiments of arc 


biſhop Tenniſon. © Some who have well c A 


ſidered all the alterations and amendments made 
in the year 1661, which amount to the num 
ber of ſix hundred, are ſufficiently convinced, 


that if they had reaſons for thoſe changes then, 


there is equal, if not greater meſons; tor ſome 


farther improvements now.? 5 
The alterations then made were chiefly theſe; 
ſeveral: leſſons in the calender were changed 


for others more proper for the days. The 
prayers upon particular occaſions were disjoined 
from the litany. The prayer for the parhament, 
for all conditions of men, and the general thankf- 
8 221 were firit added. Several of the collects 
. Were 
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were altered. The epiſtles and goſpels were 


taken out of the laſt tranſlation of the bible. T he 
office for baptiſm of riper years, the forms 
of prayer at ſea, on the martyrdom of king 
Charles, and the reſtoration, were then firſt ap- 
pointed,”* * And will any fay, that theſe were 


not very neceſſary improvements of our liturgy? 


And yet much opolition was even then made, 


by ſome unchriſtian zealots : for Dr. Nichols in- 


forms us, That by the management of ſome 
great perſons then in power, the minds of the 


epiſcopal clergy, and zealous conformiſt, were ſo 


wrought up, upon the talk of theſe alterations, 


that the biſhops who were concerned in them, 
found it a difficult matter to manage the temper 


of their friends, This was the reaſon of their 
apologizing tor the alterations then made in their 
preface.“ Surely the thingitſelf needed noapology. 
A ſerious reflection on the unreaſonableneſs 
and weakneſs of that oppoſition, ſhould methinks 


ſerve as a leſſon of caution to the preſent age, 


not to be guilty of the like indiſcretion. For 
whoever will compare the one prayer book with 


the other, will eaſily oblerve the great improve- 


ments that were then made in our liturgy. And 


can it be more dangerous to have another review 
in about ninety years, than to have ſixteen for- 


merly, in the ſame courfe of time ? The only 


fatal effects of the laſt review, were the rejecting 


of near two thouſand miniſters irom their livings: 
a conſequence not then regarded, and which can 
no way be apprehended, from the alterations that 
are now propoſed. As to any difficulty in the un- 
dertaking, there is nothing of much moment and 
importance, but what ſuppoſcs application, labour, 


and attention; no book can be compoſed, no grand 


delign attempted without theie z and canany ſub⸗ 


| Jed 


# Nichols's Commentary ibid. Note in the Preface. 


what is here propoſed and recommended? It 


8 The QUESTION truly ftated. 
ject, any enterprize or concern, ſo reaſonably re- 
quire us to encounter with ſome difficulties, as 


ſeems a duty as much incumbent on our go- 
vernors to rectify what is amiſs. in the concerns of 
the church, as it is for private perſons to reform 


what is ſo, in their reſpective morals; nay, ſuch 


corrections and amendments if prudently done, 
will naturally tend to promote more among us, 


the practice both of morality and chriſtianity. 


From this conciſe account it evidently ap- 
pears, that our governors civil and eccleſiaſtical, 


both at the time of the reformation and ſince, have 


judged it lawful and expedient, to make various 


tranſlations of the bible, as alſo many reviews of 
our liturgy. And from the preface to the preſent 
common prayer, we learn, ** That the parti- 
_ cular forms of divine worſhip, and the rites and 
ceremonies appointed to be uſed therein, being 
things in their own nature indifferent and al- 
terable, and ſo acknowledged; it is but rea- 


ſonable, that upon weighty and important con- 
ſiderations, according to the various exigencies 


of times and occaſions, and alterations, ſuch 
changes ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe who 


are in place of authority, ſhould from time to 


time ſeem either neceſſary or expedient, Ac- 
cordingly we find, that in the reign of ſeveral 
princes of bleſſed memory, ſince the reformation, 
the church upon juſt and weighty conſiderations, 
hath yielded to make ſuch alterations, in ſome 


particulars, as in their e times, were 


_ thought convenient.”? 
As to the neceſſity of a new tranllation of the 


bible, I need only to obſerve, that the different 


Interpretations of ſcripture, and the various ren- 
derings of learned men, in their comments and 


annotatians, in the ſermons preached and pub- 
bf e liſned 
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The QUESTION truly ſtated. 9 
fiſhed by divines of any eminency, do all conſpire 


and to Hammond, Patrick, Kidder, Whitby, 


Locke, and others on the bible. 

The reaſonableneſs and expediency of reviſing 
the common prayer, will appear, from the 
change of language ſince it was firſt compiled, 
and from the many figurative, obſcure ex- 
preſſions, that are in the preſent form; Dean 


Stanhope, a late eminent divine juſtly obſerves“, 


* That the very conſiderable changes which have 
happened to many of our modern languages, and 
particularly the great improvement made in the 
Engliſh tongue, within the laſt century, are a 
mighty prejudice, even to the moſt valuable 
things written before that time. No weight of 
argument, or beauty of thought, is ſufficient to 
procure them that good acceptance with the ge- 
nerality of readers, which they would not fail to 
find, if dreſſed in a more modiſh garb; and 
therefore the making ſuch writers ſpeak as if they 
had lived and converſed with us at this day, 
while the force and ſubſtance of what they ſay is 


preſerved entire, is ſo far from an injury, that I 


vantage.“ And was the common prayer new 
pray 


dreſſed and modernized, it might be more agree- 


able to all perſons, and uſed with greater devo- 


thereof, ſtill remain the ſame. 


The remark of our learned Dean Prideaux is 


very pertinent on the occaſion T. The Ro- 


4 maniſts do not believe their liturgy was brought 


OE a Ow oy 1 them 
*pPreface to Parſans's Chriſtian Directory. 


I Connect. Part. 1, p. 128. Octavo. 


to prove and confirm this truth, A fact ſo well 
known, that it is needleſs to add more, unleſs to 
refer the ignorant or doubtful, to Pool's ſynopſis, 


ſume it will be allowed, a kindneſs and ad- 
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10 Je QUESTION: truly ſtated: 


them from. heaven, though they ſtick to it as Ir 
it was; and if that ſtiffneſs of humour Which 1s 
now among us, againſt altering any thing in our 


liturgy, ſhould continue, it muſt at laſt: bring us 
to the ſame paſs; for all language being in flux, 
mould our liturgy be ſtill continued, without an 


change or alteration, it would at length be as 


much in an unknown language, as now the Ro- 


nan ſervice is, to the vulgar of that communion.““, 
And ſays Dr. Nichols, “ I am fully, ſatisfied, 
that a great many of our members that haue A 
great value for our common prayer, would have 
their affection to it railed, much higher, if they 
underſtood the many excelicncies thereof, which 


for a great part eſcape their knowledge; 3 and to 
have a 2 zeal without knowledge, 1s, not fo praiſe- 


worthy *.** He then obſerves, . That it is no re- 


flection on the common prayer, to ſay, there are 
ſome things which are not ſo.-clear at leaſt to or- 
dinary perſons; the very lapguage itſelf, may 


be well luppoled to be altered in an hundred and 


fifty years.“ And gives inſtances of ſeveral 


words uſed now in a different ſenſe, from what 


they were in Edward VI's reign. 


And ſurely no words can be more ſtrong and 
convineing to prove the reaſonableneſs and ne- 


ceſſity of reviſing our liturgy, than theſe of Dr. 


Nichols; for if the obſcurity of the common 
prayer is ſuch, as to require a paraphraſe to make 


it intelligible, it evidently proves the neceſſity 


of having it revited, Becauſe any paraphraſe, 


however excellent in itſelf, cannot be uſed in 


public, and conſequently 1 is of no uſe in the time 


of divine lervice. Indeed all comments on the 


bible and common prayer naturally ſuppoſe 
tome defect or: obſcurity 1 in the original of both; 


| and 
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We QUESTION Huy fate. Ix: 
ad either would be: rendered needleſs had We a 
tranſlation and liturgyomore exact and perfect, 
and the language better adapted to our times. 
It is obſervable, hat. oe reaſon given bythoſe? 
who made the laft alteratons in our liturgy Was, 
that it was done, * forthe more proper expreſſing 
of ſome words or phràſes of ancient uſage, in terms 
more fuitable to the language of the preſent times, 
and the clearer explanation of ſome other words 
or phraſes, that were either of doubkful ſignifi- 
cation, orrotherwiſe liable to miſconſtruction. 
And if this was a good: reaſon for doing it then: 
why not now? Why ſhould not we have things 
that are amiſs, or fit and neceſſary to! be altered 
now, as well as they had then? The ot at- 
tempting it, will afford our deiſts and ihfidels 


ſufficient matter for reflection. OV, 
The nature of divine worſhip certaiftly re- 


quires, that almighty God ſhould be worſhipped 
in ſpirit and in truth, and with the underſtanding 
alſo; and therefore the liturgy and public offices 
af the church, ſhould be plain and level to the 
capacity of the moſt ignorant, to the intent” that 
every perſon may fully underſtand the meaning 
of ſuch petitions, as he offers up to the autlior o 
his being, when met to pay him the homage and 
worſhip of a creature. Forms of divine Wor- 
ſhip, ſays Srillingfleet, ſhould beſo compoſed, as to 
be the leaſt ſubject to any icruple from any per- 
ton whatſoever; and was a review made by wiſe 
and peaceable men, not given to wrath and diſ. 
pating, it might be fo far from being à dif. 
| honour to this church, that it. may add to the 
glory of 1t.'? And biſhop Wittenpall obſerves, 


{++ That the alteration of an expreſſion, and hee 


and there a whole prayer or two by law, or dit! 


C2 


* Preface to Common Payer, 
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penſing with ſome ceremonies, will not break 
the harmony and beauty of our worſhip, or di- 
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ſturb the union and peace of our church.“ And 


the pious biſhop Bradford charitably ſaid, 1 
always did, and always ſhall hearty wiſh, and 
if it were in my power, I ſhould ee, that 
all the liturgies of the church, were reduced to 
as great ſimplicity and plainneſs aspoſkible,** _ 
Theſe are ſome of the many reaſons and au- 


thorities that might be produced in fayour of a 


review and for the improvement of our liturgy: 


Reaſons plain and eaſy to be underſtood, and 
which none but prejudiced minds can juſtly op- 


Poſe, and the deſign has been deemed ſo ne- 


ceſſary, juſt and reaſonable, that ſeveral great 


men at different times, have uſed their utmoſt 
endeavours to get it accompliſhed, It may be 
proper briefly to mention two attempts of this | 


kind. 


In the year 1668, it was - propoſed by lord 


eee Bridgman, lord chief juſtice Hale, biſhop 


Wilkins, Stilling fleet, Burton, &c. as follows, 
To read the pſalms of the new tranſlation ; 
to uſe other leſſons inſtead of the Apocrypha z 
not to enjoin the uſe of godfathers and god- ho 


mothers, when the parents will ſtand z no part of 


the office of baptiſm to be repeated in public, 
when the child hath been baptiſed ; not to enjoin 


reading the commination; to omit all the re- 


ſponſes, from, O lord open thou our lips, &c. to 


* og nd and from Son of God we beſeech, &c. 
to We humbly beſeech thee, &c. to uſe the Lord's 


prayer only once, and that _— abſolution, 


except before ſermon; to uſe gloria patri 


only once, to wit, after the reading pſalms; to 
omit the venite exultemus, and the communion 
ſervice, when no communion, except the ten 


. command- 
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commandments which may be read after the creed, 


ſaying after the laſt, Lord have mercy upon us, and 


incline our hearts to keep theſe laws; to omit the 
collects, epiſtles and goſpels, except on holidays; 


to inſert the prayer for the parhament in the li- 
tany, after that for the royal family; to omit 


the two hymns in the conſecration of biſhops, and 


ordination of prieſts. The other alterations 


then propoſed, are printed in the column at the 


end of this eſſay. | 


 Thenext attempt in favour of this deſign, was in 
1689, when a ſpecial commiſſion iſſued from the 


king, to ſeveral biſhops and dignitaries of the 
church, the laſt clauſe of which runs thus. We 


therefore out of our pious and princely care, for the 


good order and edification, and unity of the church 


of England, and for the reconciling if poſſible all 
differences among our good ſubjects, have au- 


thoriſed and impowered you, Sc. to prepare 
ſuch alterations of the liturgy and canons, and 
ſuch propoſals for the reformation of ecgleſi- 
aſtical courts, and to conſider of ſuch other 


matters, as in your judgments may moſt conduce 


to the ends abovementioned. Archbiſhop Mate 
gave this character of theſe commiſſioners, 


They were a ſet of men, than which this 


church was never at any one time bleſſed with ei- 
ther wiſer or better, ſince it was a church.” And 
lays Burnet, they were named fo impartially, 


that no exceptions could be againſt any of them.“ 
Both theſe Jaſt prelates inform us, that the 


ſeven biſhops had mentioned this matter in their 
famous petition to king James, for which they 
were afterwards tried; that the clergy in 
general about the ſame time, expreſſed an incli- 
nation of the like kind; and that king William 
was bound by a promiſe of his own, to en- 


deavour 
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14 The QUESTION :#ruly Rated. 
n between the church and diſ- 
ght to be remembered, that in 


deavour an uni 
ſenters; and 1 


the very laſt — which archbifhop Sancroft 


lent to the biſhops and clergy of his province 


in 1688, his advice was, that they warmly 


and moſt affectionately exhort their brethren. the: 


pProteſtant diſſenters, to join with us in daily fer- 
vent prayers to the God of peace, for an uni- 
verſal bleſſed union of all reformed churches, 

both at home and abroad, againſt our common 


enemies; and that all who; do confeſs the name 


of our dear lord, and do agree in the truth of- 
his holy word, mer 01 meet in one oc com- 
munion. 5 LD 


Dr. Nicholls gives 1 us 1 this account nb; the al; 
terations then intended. The commiſſioners 
begin with a review-of the common prayer book, 


chapters out of. the canonical: books, are to be 
ſubſtituted in the room: of the apocry hal leſſons. 
The collects: ate. all; reviſed, and maſt of them 
made new, and: rendered: more ſuitable to the: 
epiſtles and goſpels of the day; ; and: this with 


ſo much elegance and purity of..ſtile,” with :;fo: 


much pious force and ardor, as nothing could: 
tend more to excite devotion in the minds of the 


hearers, and to raiſe up their ſouls. They were 
drawn up by Dr. Patric, Dr. Burnet added a 


farther life, force and ſpirit to them. After this 
they underwent the exquiſite judgment of Dr. 


Stilling fleet ; the laſt and finiſhing ſtroke being 


given to them by Dr. Tillotſon, who poliſhed 


over whatever was left rough in the compo- 


ſitions, with his ſmooth language, and flowing 


neſs of his eaſy eloquence.” This is a ſtrong 


evidence to prove, how much our liturgy might. 
be improved, if undertaken by Perſons of 
ability. 

They 
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They likewiſe agreed upon a new tran- 
Nation of the pſalms, more agreeable to the ori- 
ginal than the preſent. This was aſſigned ta 


Dr. Kidder, a perſon excellently well verſed in 


the oriental tongues; ſome expreſſions * found 


fault with in the liturgy, were collected by Dr. 


T; enniſon; ſuch clear expreſſions being ſubſti- 


tuted in their ſtead, as were not liable to be ex- 


cepted againſt by the moſt captious. It was alſo 


propoſed that the croſs in baptiſm ſhould be uſed 


or omitted, at the election of the parents; that 


any diſſenting miniſter who conformed, ſhould 
not be new ordained, but only conditionally x. "y 


| Beſides theſe, the following particulars were alſo 


intended, 


That the chanting of divine ſervice-i in the 
cathedrals ſhall be laid aſide; that beſides the 
pſalms read in their courſe, ſome private and de- 


vout ones ſhall be ſelected for Sur day; thoſe who 
refuſe the lord's s ſupper kneeling, may receive it 
in their pews; that a rubric be made declaring 
the intention of the lent faſt, and the meaning of 
rogation ſundays and ember weeks; that the 
abſolution be read by a deacon, and the word 
_ prieſt changed for miniſter ; that the gloria pairs 
be only ſaid at the end of all the pſalms; that 
the benedicite be changed for the 128th pſalm; 


and other pſalms appointed for the benedius 


and nunc dimittis; the verſicles after the lord's 


prayer to be read kneeling ; and after give peace 
in our time, O Lord, ſhall follow an anſwer, pro- 


miſing ſomething on the people's part; all titles 


of the king, queen, Sc. to be omitted, and only 
the word ſovereign retained ; the prayer, O God 
whoſe nature and property,, &c. to be omitted; 


if any refuſe the lurplice, the biſhop may ſub- 


hs ſtitute 
NV ichol," $ Deſene, p 117. 
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ſtitute another to officiate, if the people de- 
fire it, and the living will bear it; but this ig 
left to the biſhop; godfathers and godmothers 


may be omitted where deſired ; [as to the Atha- 
naſian creed there has been ſo many different 


things ſaid about what alterations were then in- 


tended, that I here chuſe to avoid ſaying any 


thing; ;] Whether the reading pſalms made by 


Lloyd and K:dder, or that in the bible ſhall be in- 
ſerted in the common-prayer-book, was to be 
left to the convocation ; in the litany, com- 


munion ſervice, &c, as alſo in the canons, ſome 


alterations were to be made, “ with ſuch others as 
are printed in the column at the end of this tract. 


But there were many more; great pity it is, 


that they are not made public, and how happy | 
for our church, had theſe alterations been then 


elfected. 
The learned Wake, when Meß of Lincolx, 


thus expreſſed himſelf in the houſe of lords, con- 
cerning this affair. My lords, ſays he, 
let any impartial perſon conſider, what was there 
in ſuch a deſign, that could juſtly be eſteemed 
prejudicial to the conſtitution of our church? 
wherein would our canons have ſuffered, if thoſe 
already made had been more ſtrongly enforced Y 
and ſome new ones added for the reformation of 
manners, for the better puniſhing of notorious 
offenders, and to render our public diſcipline 


more ſtrict and ſevere? This we have been 


wiſhing for ever ſince the reformation ; what 
harm would it have done our church, had it now 


been effected? Or how would our excellent li- 


turgy have been the worſe, if a few more doubt- 

ful expreſſions had been changed for plainer and 
clearer and a  paſlage. or two, which however 
| capable 


* Procectig of Eccleliaſt Commiſſion i in 1689. 
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capable of a juſt defence, yet in many caſes ſeem 
harſh to ſome of our communion, had either 
been. wholly left at liberty in ſuch caſes to be 
omitted; or ſo qualified, as to remove all ex- 
ceptions againſt them in any caſe ; if ſuch col- 
lets as are not adapted to the feſtivals or goſ- 
pels to which they belong, had been made more 
full and appoſite to both; if ſome of the oc- 
caſional offices had been enlarged and new ones 
added; if there had been a greater variety of 
prayers, pſalms and leſſons appointed by autho- 
rity, inſtead of the compoſitions of private per- 


ſons, for the "viſitation of the ſick; and new 


forms compoſed for the uſe of priſoners, for 
debt or crimes* ; for the greater ſolemnity of 
receiving proſelytes into our church, of recon- 
ciling penitents to it, and of rejecting notorious 
offenders; theſe were, ſome of the main things 
that were then deſigned, and could theſe alte- 
rations have injured the church? 
Biſhop Burnet's obſervation on theſe proceed- 
ings, is in theſe words. Though our worſhip 
is the perfecteſt compoſition of devotion, we 
find in any church antient or modern, yet the 
corrections that were agreed to by a deputation 
of biſhops and divines in the year 1689, would 
make the whole frame of our liturgy ſtill more 
perfect and unexceptionable; and will I hope at 
ſome time or other, be better entertained, than 
they were thenÞ.** The learned dean Prideaux 
had alſo great expectations from this convo- 


cation; he hoping that many things would have 


been done for the advantage of our church, eſ- 
pecially in improving and amending our liturgy, 
1 OL ä 0 and 
There is an excellent one compoſed by the Iriſh 
Biſhops, in 1711, and is it not as neceſſary for us? 
Hiſtory of his own tim&, vol. i. p. 624. 
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and was much grieved at their ill ſucceſs. For 
he thought, that were all thoſe places in our 
liturgy, that are with any juſtice excepted againſt, 
corrected and amended, and what is wanting 
therein ſupplied, as many hoped would have 
been done by this convocation, that all our of- 
fices might have been rendered ſo compleat, per- 
fect and unexceptionable, that not only many 
of the diſſenters amongſt us, but alſo foreign 

churches of the protefſant communion, might 
have been perſuaded to introduce them into their 
public religious aſſemblies, and unite in the ſame 


form of worſhip, as well as in the ſame faith "1 


with us“. 


Perhaps ſome will be ready to aſk, why 
theſe alterations if they were ſo advantagious 
were not made? To which I anſwer, that pre- 
Judice, private views, reſentment and the want of 
4 ſericus regard fer true religion, interpoſed to 
prevent it; an inſtance we have of this in Dr. 
Jane, who indeed was the principal occafion, that 
nothing did then fucceed ; for he being choſen 
prolocutor of the lower houfe of convocation, as 
toon as he got into the chair, oppoſed every 
thing that was propoſcd. or intended by the 
royal commiſſion). The reaſon of this was, 
it ſeems, becauſe when the Prince of Orange was 


at Hungerford, in his march to London, the 
doctor with three others was ſent from the uni- 


verſity of Oxford, to make him an offer of their 
plate, which the prince handſomely refuſed ; but 
the doctor thought he had merited whatever he 
ſhould requeſt, and he accordingly aſked the 


biſhopric of Exeter, then void; and not ſuc- 


ceeding therein, for it had been promiſed to bi- 
hop 2 Telacony, this ſo far diſguſted him, tha: 
P. ideaua 's lie, + Ibid, P- 52, 54. == 
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was ever after a profeſſed enemy to king 
William and his government, of which his con- 
duct in this affair was a ſtrong inſtance, 
Thus was this grand deſign defeated at that 
time, by the artifices of crafty men, though un- 
der a pretended religious zeal for the church. 
It being evident that Dr, Jane's oppoſition did 
not ariſe from any apprehenſion of danger to the 
church, but was merely the effect of private re- 
ſentment becauſe he was not made a biſhop; and 
it ſhould be remembered that Dr. Jane was the 
5 very man who drew up the famous Oxford 
decre. . Fu 


| 1 I cannot here omit the ſentiments of biſho 
Burnet on the preſent occaſion*. I have ul. 

' > ways had a true zeal for the church of England ; 

8 4 I have lived in its communion with great joy, 


and have purſued its true intereſt with an un- 
F feigned affection; yet I muſt ſay there are many 
5 


things init, that have been very uneaſy to me, 
r. The requiring ſubſcriptin to the thirty- nine ar- 
ar ticles is a great impoſition; I believe them all 


> myſelf, but as thoſe about original fin and pre- 
as (deſtination might be expreſſed more unexcep- 
Iy tionably, fol think it is a better way, to let ſuch 

mam/natter continue i be ſtil] the ſtandard of doc- 
trine, with ſome few corrections, and to cenſure 
thoſe who teach any contrary tenets; than to 
oblige all who ſerve in the church, to ſubſcribe 
them. The greater part ſubſcribe without ever 


as, 
vas 1 0 
the 
mi- 


eir examining them; and others do it becauſe they 
bur muſt doit, though they can hardly ſatisfy their 
r he 


| conſciences about ſome things in them. Churches 
the and ſocieties are much better ſecured by laws, 
Mc- chen by:fubſcrptons? een = 
— LS 
hat : 5 
he 


* Burnet's concluſion to the hiſt, of his own times, 


20 The QUESTION ?ruly fate. 


J wiſh for peace ſake ſome things may be 
taken away, and that others may be ſoftened and 
explained; many of theſe things were retained at 
the reformation, to draw the people more en- 
tirely into it; who are apt to judge, eſpecially in 
times of ignorance, by outward appearances, . 
more than by the real value of things, and this 
Vas a juſt and Jawful conſideration ; but it is now 
at and end, none are brought over from poperx 
by this means; and therefore there is not the 
ſame neceſſity for continuing them now, as at 
firſt, No inconvenience could follow on leaving 
out the croſs in baptiſm, or in laying aſide ſur- 
plices, and regulating cathedrals, eſpecially as 

to that indecent way ot ſinging prayers, and of 
laymen's reading the litany ; all bowings to the 
altar have at leaſt an ill appearance, and are of 
no uſe; the excluding parents from being ſpon- 
ſors in baptiſm, and requiring them to procure 
others, is extremely inconvenient, and makes 
that to be a mockery, rather than a ſolemn. 
ſponſion in too many; other things may be ſo 
explained, that no juſt exceptions could lie to 
them; thus I wiſh the terms of communion 
were made larger and eaſter,” 

And ſays Dr. Marſhal, «It is the * of : 
the Engliſh church, and what ſhe often boaſts of, 
that ſhe is the neareſt of any now in the chriſtian 
world, to the primitive model. It is not I pre- 
ſume deided. that ſhe might be nearer ſtill; and 
if her glory be great for being ſo near, it would 
certainly be greater if ſhe was yet nearer.**? 

Dr. Rogers writes much to the ſame purpoſe. 

As acknowledge for myſelf, ſo I preſume 1 
may for the greater part of my brethren, that 
we Judge our preſent conſtitus ion might in many 


rel; fonts 


* Preface to tranſl. of St. Cyprian, 
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/ The QUESTION truly fated. 21 


reſpects be altered for the better; ſome of us 
imagine we ſee defects in one part, and ſome in 
another*.*? s 7 

I have only two things more to obſerve, the 
one concerns the not uſing the Lord's prayer, or 
any creed more than once, in the morning ſer- 
vice; and the other for exchanging the Atha- 
naſian creed for the apoſtles or Nicene. As to 
the frequent repetition of the Lord's prayer, it 
plainly appears, that it was never intended by 


our reformers, in regard the morning prayer, li- 


tany, and communion ſervice were formerl 
diſtinct offices, and uſed ſeparately at different 


hours, and then it was very proper, that the 


lord*s prayer and a creed ſhould be in each office. 


But as they are now joined together, and make 


one and the ſame ſervice, neither of them ought 
to be uſed more than once, and for this reaſon, 


St. Chryſiſtom's prayer is omitted in the morning 
ſervice when the litany 1s uſed, though added to 


both offices, and let reaſon govern us in one caſe 


as well as the other, To ule the Lord's prayer 
once in our public worſhip, is moſt reaſonable, 
as it is an excellent, full and comprehenſive form, 
compoſed by our Saviour himſelf; but it ought 
not to be treated like a charm. If once uſing it 
at any one time of worſhip be not enough; who 
can direct us how often it ſhould be uſed ? It 


may be as woll inſiſted upon to be ſaid after every 
other prayer, as to be repeated more than once, 
at any one time of worſhip. As to the Atha- 


naſſan creed, my intended brevity will not per- 


mit me to enlarge on that head; but I would 
refer the reader to the reaſons ſur exchanging that 
4, 
c. 


* Addreſs to D ſſenters, p. 87. 
+ Publiſhed by Grifiths, 
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20 The QUESTION truly fated. 


« 1 wiſh for peace ſake ſome things may be 
taken away, and that others may be ſoftened and 
explained; many of theſe things were retained at 
the reformation, to draw the people more en- 
tirely into it; who are apt to judge, eſpecially in 
times of ignorance, by outward appearances, 7 
more than by the real value of things, and this 
was a juſt and lawful conſideration ; but it is now 
at and end, none are brought over from popery © 
by this means; and therefore there is not the 
ſame neceſſity for continuing them now, as at 
firſt, No inconvenience could tollow on leaving 
out the croſs in baptiſm, or in laying aſide ſur- 
plices, and regulating cathedrals, eſpecially as 
to that indecent way of ſinging prayers, and of 
laymen's reading the litany ; all bowings to the 
altar have at leaſt an ill appearance, and are of 
no uſe; the excluding parents from being ſpon- 
lors in baptiſm, and requiring them to procure 
others, is extremely inconvenient, and makes 
that to be a mockery, rather than a ſolemn 
ſponſion in too many; other things may be ſo 
explained, that no juſt exceptions could lie to 
them; thus I wiſh the terms of communion 
were made larger and eaſier.” 
And ſays Dr. Mar ſbal, It is the glory of 
the Engliſh church, and what ſhe often boaſts of, 
that ſhe is the neareſt of any now in the chriſtian 
world, to the primitive model. Ir is not I pre- 
ſume denied, that ſhe might be nearer ſtill; and 
if her glory be great for being ſo near, it would 
certainly be greater if ſhe was yet nearer.*** 
Dr. Rogers writes much to the ſame purpoſe. 
As acknowledge for myſelf, fo I preſume 1 
may for the greater part of my brethren, that 
we Judge our preſent conſtitution might in many 
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e QUESTION truly Patel 21 
reſpects be altered for the better; ſome of us 


imagine WE ſee defects in one part, and ſome in 


another“. 

I have only two things mode to Shi the 
one concerns the not uſing the Lord's prayer, or 
any creed more than once, in the morning ſer- 


vice; and the other for exchanging the Atba- 


naſian creed for the apoſtles or Nicene. As to 


the frequent repetition of the Lord's prayer, it 


plainly appears, that it was never intended by 
our reformers, in regard the morning prayer, li- 
tany, and communion ſervice were formerl 


diſt inct offices, and uſed ſeparately at different 
hours, and then it was very proper, that the 


lord*s prayer and a creed ſhould be in each office. 


But as they are now joined together, and make 
one and the ſame ſervice, neither of them ought 
to be uſed more than once, and for this reaſon, 


St. Chryſiſtom's prayer is omitted in the morning 


ſervice when the litany is uſed, though added to 


both offices, and let reaſon govern us in one caſe 
as well as the other. To ule the Lord's prayer 
once in our public worſhip, is moſt reaſonable, 
as it 18 an excellent, full and comprehenſive form, 


compoſed by our Saviour himſelf ; but it ought 


not to be treated like a charm. If once uſing it; 
at any one time of worſhip be not enough Who 
can direct us how often it ſhould be uſed ? It 


may be as woll inſiſted upon to be ſaid after every 


other prayer, as to be repeated more than once, 


at any one time of worſhip. As to the Atha-. 
aſian creed, my intended brevity will not per- 


mit me to enlarge on that head; but I would 


refer the reader to the reaſons for exchanging that 


creed for the apoſtles cr Hieroſolymitan creedF, 
&c.. 
* Addreſs t to D Tenters, p. 87 1 
＋ Publiſhed by Grifths, 
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22 The QUESTION rruly ſtated. 


&c. only permit me to take a few extracts from 
thence. 3 g 

As the doctrine of the trinity is generally 
allowed to be a great myſtery, I ſubmit it to the 
conſideration of thoſe who are in authority, whe- 
ther as the Athanaſian creed has occaſioned much 
ſtrife and contention, and many uncharitable 
diſputes among chriſtians, it might not be an in- 


ſtance of great wiſdom, prudence and charity in 


our governors, to have it omitted in our public 
worſhip, and in the articles of religion, and to uſe 
the apoſtles or Hieroſolymitan creed, inſtead of 
that? My reaſons are, firſt, becauſe many learn- 


ed, orthodox, and good chriſtians of our church, 
both of the clergy and laity have been greatly 
diſſatisfied with it, on account of its metaphi- 


fical explication of the trinity, which all muſt ad- 
mit to be incomprehenſible. For what finite being 
can comprehend, the nature and eſſence of an in- 


finite God? .2dly, Becauſe the true faith will be 
equally ſecured and preſerved among us, by the 
uſe of either of the other creeds, both which con- 


tain the ſum and ſubſtance, or fundamental ar- 


| ticles of the chriſtian faith,“ as the author proves 
from the beſt authorities. As to the firſt, 


_ Clillingworth thus writes, * the damning 


ſentences in St. Athanaſius's creed, as we are 
made to ſubſcribe it, are moſt falſe, and in a 
high degree preſumptuous and ſchiſmatical ; and 
therefore I cannor ſubſcribe it to be agreeable to 


the word of God, ſeeing I believe it to be re- 
pugnant thereto.“ Biſhop Taylor obſerves, ** that 


It is very hard to put uncharitableneſs into the 


creed, and ſo make it an article of faith; which 
perhaps was no faith of Athana/fus, if we may 
believe Aquinas ; nay,: poſſibly the creed was 


not his, it being written in Latin, which in all 
PDEs fe _ reaſon 
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De QUESTION truly flated. 23 
reaſon he did not. Dr. Nichols ſays, * that 
Athanaſius was not the author. Dr. Cudworth 


aſſures us,“ that it was written a long time af- 


ter by ſome other hand.” Nay, Dr. Waterland 
proves the ſame in his critical hiſtory on that 


creed. Biſhop Burnet obſerves, ** that the creed 
* aſcribed to Atbanaſus, as it was none of his, ſo 

it was never eſtabliſhed by any general council.”* 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſays, ** The account given 


of Athanaſius's creed, ſeems no way ſatisfactory, 
I wiſh we were well rid of it.** Dr. Cave in- 


forms us that the difficulties in this creed, have 


ro many learned and conſiderate men, ſeemed very 
great.“ And ſays Dr. Bennet, in the Atha- 
naſian creed, we do not declare, that the belief 


of every propoſition thereof is neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. 
ling fleet, have written their minds fully as to this 
matter, and abundantly declared, that the belief of 


Laud, Hammond, Pearſon and Stil- 


the proceſſion from the father and the ſon, which 
is aſſerted in the Atbanaſian creed, is not ne- 


ceſſary to ſalvation ; this demonſtrates, that the 
belief of every propoſition of the Athanaſian 


creed is not thought by our church, to be ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation.**?  _ Fo 
If then the belief of every propoſition in - 
the Athanaſian creed, is not thought by our 


church, to be neceſſary to ſalvation ;** why then 


ſhould this abſtruſe creed be made the terms of 


communion, and be required to be believed, up- 


on the peri] of damnation? For Archbiſhop 


Syng well obſerves, that no doctrine is to be 
impoſed, either to be believed or put in practice, 


as neceſſary to ſalvation; beſides what has been 
taught as ſuch, by Chrift or his apoſtles.“ From 


hence I infer, that whatever creed contains ar- 
ticles, which are not neceſſary to ſalvation, ought 


1 | . not 


ns 
24 The QUESTION truly flated. 


not to be required of any man to be believed, as 
an article of faith; . becauſe nothing ought to "he" 
believed as an article of faith, but what is neceſ- 
tary to ſalvation ; but the Athaiaf fan creed does. = 
contain propoſitions not neceſſary to ſalvation; 
and therefore ought not to be required to be be. 3 
lieved as an article of faith.” 8 + 
.. * My ſecond reaſon for ſuch an exchange is, 
becauſe che apoſtles and Hieroſolymitan creeds, 
one of which is recommended inſtead of the other, 
do contain, the chief and fundamental articles of Nu 
the chriſtian faith; If this be fully proyed of the 
apoſtles, it mult be ſufficient, the other being 7 
yet more explicit, full and comprehenſive, St. 
Auſtin ſays, © that whatſoever is prefigured in 
the patriarchs, declared in the ſcriptures, or fore= _ 
told in the prophets, concerning the bleſſed tri- = 
nity, and the myſtery of our ſaviour's incar- 5 
nation, death and crucifixion, 15 contained! in the | 
apoſtle ed, 
Ji. Caſſian tells us, that the creed compre- 
hends in few words, the faith of both teſtaments, 
and the ſenſe of the whole ſcriptures.” Jrengzus,, 
Tertullian, Novatian, and Ferom, call it, © the 
rule of faith.” As to our modern divines, Chil- 
lingworth ſays, that the apoſtle's creed, con- 
tains all thoſe points of belief, which were by 
God's command, of neceſſity to be preached to 
all, and believed by all. —I believe that the 
apoſtle” s creed, is a perfect ſummary of the fun- 
damentals of the chriſtian faith.” And biſhop 
| Pearſen, „ that the creed is a brief compre- 
henſion of the objects of our chriſtian faith, and 
is generally taken to contain all things neceſſary 
70 be believed.“ Biſhop Taylor informs us, © that 
the apoſtles, or their diſciples compoſed a creed, 
to be a rule of faith to all chriſtians ; and unleſs 
e Reverie 
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The QUESTION truly flated, 25 
it contained all the true objects of farth, and the 
foundation of religion, to what purpoſe could it 
ſerve ? All catechumens in the lati church com- 
ing to baptiſm, were interrogated concerning their 
faith; by this creed, and if more were neceſſary 
than the articles of the creed, why was it made 
the characteriſtic note of a ckriftian, from an 
hereriez jew, or infide] ? Or to what purpoſe was 


it compoſed ? And if this was fufficient to bring 
men to heaven then, why not now? If the 


apoſtles admitted all to their communion that 
believed this creed, why ſhall we exchude any, 


that preſerve the ſame entire? Will any one ſay, 


that the apoſtles denied commumion to any man 
that believed the apoſtles creed, and lived a good 
life ?** The chutch of England alſo expreſsly de- 
clares the ſame truth. For ſhe requires in the 
eatechiſm, that all her members ſhould believe 
all the articles of the chriſtian faith; which ar- 
ticles of their belief, are immediately added, in 
the words of the apoſtles creed; a moſt evident 


- demonſtration, that our church believes this 


creed to contain all the articles of the chriſtian 
faith; and it is obſervable; that ſhe requires no 
other confeſſion of faith, either in the office of 
baptiſm for adult perſons, or in the viſitation of 


the ſick. on 


| 7M 8 
The author then clearly ptoves, that ſeveral 
learned expoſitors on the church catechiſm, were 
of the ſame ſentiments, with reſpect to the 
apoſtles creed, containing all the fundamental 
articles of the chriſtian faith. In particular, he 
produces the authorities of arckbiſhop Wake, 
ſhop Beveridge, Dr. Hole, Dr. Bennet, Mr. 
Oftervald, lord King, Dr. Bundy, and archbiſhop 


| - Synge, belides thoſe before mentioned, all of 


whom affirm, that the apoſtle's creed contains 


E _ the 
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the neceſſary articles of the chriſtian faith; and 
he from thence concludes, it may very properly 
be uſed in the rbom of the Al banaſian; but 
ſhould not the apoſtles creed be thought ſuffi- 
cient, he then recommends the Hieroſolymitan 
creed, as being more full and explicit, and of 
greater antiquity, than the Nicene or Conſtanti- 
nopolitun; and produces the character given of 
that creed by the learned biſhop Bull and, Mr. 
Nelſon. Ne then thus proceeds. The Nicene 
creed is ſo near to the Hieroſolymitan, that I think 
whoever truly believes the one, muſt alſo the 
Other, the difference being ſo immaterial; how- 
ever the learned and pious biſhop Beveridge's 
obſervation. on the Nicene creed deſerves; notice. 
Says he, there were above three hundred fa- 
thers at one time in the council of Nice that una- 
nimouſly ſubſcribed unto it, among whom was 
Athanaſius, who ſaid thus of it, let the things 
which were confeſſed by the Nicene council prevail, 
for they are right, and ſufficient to overturn all 
the moſt wicked heręſies, but eſpecially the Arian, 

that blaſphemes the word of, God, and ſo neceſſa- 
rily ſpeaketh evil of the holy ghoſt, If then the 
Nicene creed was judged by above three hundred 

biſhops, a teſt full and pertinent to ſecure the 
chriſtan faith, at a time when it was moſt furi- _ 
ouſly attecked by the Arian hereſy, and declar' d 
by Athanaſius that it was ſufficient for that pur- 
Poſe z what good reaſon can be aſſigned, why 
the Athanaſian creed, which is ſo much diſliked 

by many, ſhould not be exchanged for the Ni- 
cene, if that of the apoſtles or the Hieroſolymitan, 
ſhould not be thought ſatisfactory; eſpecially as 
Athanaſius was rot the real author of it.“ And 
having recommended a temper of moderation 
and cbriſtian charity, in a concern of ſo abſtruſe 
. „„ n 


TEENS, i OE 9 
PF 
rr 


alone mediation of Jeſus Chritt.”? 


The QUESTION truly ſtated. 27 


and difficult nature, in the words of a very 


learned and judicious divine“; he thus con- 
cludes, EP S os 

« With the ſame view to peace, I beg leave ta 
produce the obſervation of biſhop Stilling fleet, 
« fince both ſides yield, that the matter they 
diſpute about, is above their reach, the wiſeſt 


- courſe they can take, is to aſſert and defend what 


is revealed, and not to be peremptory and quar- 
relſome about that which is acknowledged, to 


be above our comprehenſion ; I mean as to the 


manner, how the three perſons partake of the di- 
vine nature. To this I will add, what biſho 
Bull ſays. * In the firſt and beft ages, the 


church of Chriſt directed all their prayers accord- 


ing to the ſcripture, to God only, through the 


Indeed molt 
of the prayers in the liturgy of the church of /ng- 
land are ſo directed, and why not all? Why 


ſhould not we follow the example of the pri- 
mitive chriſtians, in the firſt and beſt ages of the 


church? Or is there any reaſon, that ſuch as con- 


find cut truth, and then to embrace it.“ 


tend for this, ſhould be branded with the name 


of infamy ? I conclude with ſubmitting the fol- 
lowing queries to the ſerious conſideration of all 
impartial good chriſtians, who would be glad to 

„Whether, he who believes in God the fa- 
ther, ſon and holy ſpirit, and offers up his prayers 
to almighty god, for the. grace of his holy ſpi- 
rit, and the pardon of his ſins, through the 
alone mediation and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, can with any truth and reaſon be cal- 
led an Arian and no chriſtian, only becauſe he 
cannot believe all the articles of the Athana/ian 


creed, though he does thoſe of the apoſtles and 
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28 The QUESTION ?riy flateg. 
Nicene ? Or whether ſuch an one be more he- 
terodox than he who believes in three ſupreme 
ſelf. exiſting gods? Becauſe this laſt ſeems to be 
idolatry, unleſs words, when applied to the tri- 
nity, loſe thir uſual meaning; and whether the 
belief of the firſt, is not plainly agreeable to re- 
ſon, ſcripture a and primitive practice; and the 
other contrary both to natural and revealed re- 
ligion, and the faith of the firſt and beſt ages.“ 
Give me leave to add, that this perfectly cor- 
reſ ponds with the direction of our church; which 
requires of its miniſters at their ordinatinn, that 
they will continually pray to God the father, by 
the mediation of our only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the heavenly aſſiſtance of the holy Ghoſt®. 
Very little has been ſaid in anſwer to the ma- 
ny ſtrong reaſons ard convincing arguments that 
have been produced, in favour of alterations, nor 
indeed can there be any juſt objection thereto, if 
regard be had to the truths of religion, and the 
Purity of divine worſhip. However, there is 
one thing that I have met with urged againſt any 
alterations, which it may be proper to take ſome 
notice of; namely, that ſuch an attempt will im- 
ply, that we have been all this time in error, 
and this will bring a reflection on the church of 
England. But this is ſo weak an objection, againſt 
ſo juſt, reaſonable, and chriſtian an undertaking, 
as [carce deſerves an anſwer . * For this reaſon 
or argument, if it be one, is equally concluſive 
againſt the reformation itſelf, againſt rectifying 
of any errors or miſtakes, even after the Rronge 
conviction of mind; againſt making any new 
2 of paghaments, or repealing old ones, mo 
have 
5 Exhortation to prieſt in the office for *794ining 
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The QUESTION truly Plated. 29 


have been found prejudicial to the ſubject ; and 


for the ſame reaſon would: we act conſiſtently, 
let us prohibit the ſtudy of divinity, of phyſic, 
arts and ſciences, and reſtrain all manner of im- 


provements in any the moſt uſeful parts of know»: 
ledge; nay, we may at once commit to the 


flames, the works of Lock, Boyle, Newton, and 
many other eminent writers, who have done ins 
finite ſervices to the world, by refuting ancient 
hereſies, and making very conſiderable diſco- 
veries, for the benefit of mankind z and if we 
muſt reſiſt information, act in direct oppoſition 


to our knowledge, and the diſcoveries made by 


ourſelves, or other learned men; if we muſt 


perſiſt and perſevere in our errors and miſtakes, 


for no other reaſon, but becauſe we may be re- 


ffected on for not being ſooner wiſe, or for con- 


tinuing ſo long in ignorance of ſome things; 
how juſtiy may it be ſaid of us, Shas light is come 
into the world, and we have loved darkneſs rather 


than light, becauſe our deeds are evil. But 


will it not be a more diſcreet and chriſtian part, 
for us to look into and examine the ſtate of re- 


ligion with us, both as to doctrine and the out- 
ward parts of worſhip; and if any errors are 
crept in, or whatever we can diſcover to be amiſs, 


to have the ſame rectified and amended. This 
ſurely will be the moſt prudent and eligible part, 
the method we ought to purſue, would we acquit 
ourſelves as honeſt men, true chriſtians and con- 
ſiſtent proteſtants. 5 EL 
Mb I hope enough | has been urged, to prove the 


_ reaſonableneſs and neceflity of what is here re- 


commended, and which is alſo ſupported by ſome 


ok the beſt authorities. But whoever would be 


more particularly informed in theſe points, 1 


- would refer them to the Free and candid dif. 
 quifitions; The en pediency and neceſſity of re- 


/ | Viſing 
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wiſing the public liturgy ; A ſerious addreſs in 


favour of a review ;, (from the two laſt of 
which I have taken ſome paragraphs) and Rea- 
fons humbly offered for compoſing a new- ſet of 
articles of religion. I beg leave to give you tome 
part of the laſt author's frank and open, but re- 
ſpectfuf addreſs to the biſhops, in the following 
words; ll 5; 
A goed moſt and right rev. lords the biſhops, 
Permit me to beſeech and intreat you, in 
the ſpirit of chriſtian meekneſs and humility, 
well to weigh and duly regard, what has been 
of late repreſented to your moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration, for a new tranſlation of the bible, a re- 
view and improvement of our liturgy, articles 
of faith, and canons of the church, in things 
neceſſary and expedient, the particulars of which 
have been ſo fairly, fo reſpectfully, and with fo 
much reaſon and ſtrength of argument, ſubmitted 
to your candid and impartial review, as fit and 
proper alterations and amendments to be made, 
cannot but leave ſome impreſſions on your lord- 
fhips minds, indued with the principles of true 
chriſtianity. But my lords, of what uſe are rea- 
ſon, argument and conviction, if things which 
are proved to be actually amiſs, and to require 
alteration and correction, ſtill remain in the ſame 
unhappy ſtate, without being rectified and a- 
mended. If it appears to your lordſhips, that 
the things complained of do not want alteration, 
why do not your lordſhips publiſh an anſwer to 
what has been prged with ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, 
in favour of a reformation, with your names ſub- 
tcribed thereto? This would be ſatisfactory; 
but without this, both the good and bad among 
us will think. —Or if your lordſhips are of an 
opinion that ſomething ſhould be done for the 
8 5 „ honour 
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honour and greater purity and perfection of true 
religion; then ſurely, no good reaſon can he aſ- 
ſigned, why it ſhould not be ſoon undertaken ? 

The apoſtles, your lordſhips predeceſſors in 
Chriſt's miniſtry, were not deterred from doing 


their duty, by any appearances of the moſt 


dreadful - perſecutions, not even the moſt cruel 
deaths. But you, my lords, have none of theſe 
apprehenſions. to fear or dread, and permit me 
to obſerve, what your Jordſhips very well Know, 
that no temporal or private views, ought to hin- 
der you from performing the will of your lord 
and maſter, who laid down his. life in charity to 
mankind, that we might live in peace and unity; 
in love and good will one towards another. 
| Your lordſhips alſo know, that at the day of 
judgment, we are to anſwer. for the neglects and 
omiſſions of duty, as well as for the commiſſion 
of ſin—And therefore as -: biſhops under the 
great biſtfop of ſouls, your goodneſs, your 
piety, your fincerity, your love of truth and the 
_ chriſtjan religion, will not ſuffer or permit you 

to neglect what is your duty... 
I have clearly demonſtrated from the beſt au- 
thorities, and many more might be produced, 
that our preſent thirty - nine articles are no bar to 
exclude bad men; that they admit of various 
interpretations, and have been underſtood and 
ſubſcribed in very oppoſite and contrary ſenſes; 
ſo that a diverſity of opinions has not been pre- 
vented by ſubſcribing to them, nor yet an uni- 
formity of ſentiments obtained; and therefore 
they are of no uſe or ſervice, unleſs to exclude 
ſome few from the church, who can in no ſenſe 
reconcile them to their own conſciences, ſo ſas to 
ſubſcribe them, and yet are otherwiſe very wor- 
thy good men. I have alſo proved that the act of 
| WE be. 5 the 


3 
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the 1 2th of Elizabeth, and by which the clergy - 


are now bound, as to ſubſcribing the thirty- nine 


articles, does not require a ſubſcnption to all the ' 
articles, but only to thoſe that concern the true 


chriſtian faith, and the dorine of the ſacraments z 
and as theſe: facts cannot be denied or refuted, 
| how reaſonable, how neceſſary, how wiſe and 
chriſtian like would it bez either to have our 


articles reviewed, and others eftabliſhed, that 


are more clear, certain and indiſputable ? Or 
that none ſhould be forced to ſubſcribe to more 


than ſuch as only concern the true. chriſtian = 
faith and the doctrine of the + as di- 


rected by the. rgth of Elizabeth. 


As our church is conſidered as the head of the | 
proteſtant intereſt,” and the centre: of proteſtant 


unity, it behoves vour lordſhips to be exceeds 
Ing careful and ſolicitous to have removed out of 
it, all errors and miſtakes, or even. blemiſhes; 


that may ſeem” to render it leſs deſerving of the 
_efteem and imitation of other reformed churches ;z 
that fo by the new luſtre of a brighter and cr 


: reformation, it may continue to be a more per 


manent pillar, à more ſolid bulwark of the pr pr 


teſtant religion; alſo a model to others, 


the ſoundneſs of its doctrine, che purity of its 
worſhip, and the exactneſs of its diſcipline. 
This would be worthy of your: lordſhips emu- | 


lation, worthy of cotemporary biſhops in this 


learned and enlightened age, and redound to 
your lordſhips future glory, in generations to 


come; and if our liturgy, artieles and canons, 


were once reviewed, altered and improved, we 
| ſhould begin an æra of a new reformation.” The 


words of a worthy and learned divine of our 


church dle deſerve notice in this Ke: . 


The 


2 
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« The chriſtian-world is now divided into the 
reformed and unreformed, or rather into thoſe 
who are not, and thoſe who are members of the 
church of Rome. The latter, as they deal leaft 
in reaſon, are the moſt diſpoſed to uſe the illu. 
minating arguments above mentioned, (per ſe- 
cation) in the place of reaſon. They would wil- 
” lingly force upon usa mode of chriſtianity, 
753 which neither we nor our forefathers were able to 
7 bear; our religious eſtabliſhment is far better and 
© highly valuable, and we ſhould be ungrateful, 
if we did not eſteem it; but the more /imple and 
unexceptionable a religion is, the dearer will it be 
do thoſe who underſtand it, and know what it is 
„do enjoy it. In ſuch a religion, charity would 
be a gainer, and faith would be no loſer, and it 
would be an eaſier taſk to ſatisfy doubters, and 
to bring over infidels. Before the Jets ſhall be 
| Converted, and the Gentiles flow into the church, 
2 it is reaſonable to ſuppole; that in the chriſtian 
world there will be more harmony, more mu- 
tual compliance and forbearance, than at preſent . 
is to be found. 
The removal even of ſmall defects, and | im- 
provement from good to better, ſhould always 
be the object of every man's warm wiſhes, mo- 
deſt and peaceable endeavours. Modeſt and 
peaceable they ought certainly to be; for there 
is a reverence due to the public, to civil ſociety, 
to rulers and magiſtrates, and to the majority z 
and decency and prudence are neither marks of 
the beaſt, nor that worldly wiſdom which ſtands 
5 condemned in the goſpel. In all ſuch endea- 
vours, great care and diſcretion are requiſite. 
Polite learning, or humanity, helps to open 
| and enlarge | the mind, and to give it a 1 « 


* Ferri ns remarks, p p. 245 36. 
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and liberal way of thinking, not what is vul- 
garly called free thinking, and belongs to vul- 
gar underſtandings. Learning has a lovely child 
called moderation, and moderation 1s not afraid 
or aſhamed to ſhew her face in the theological 
world; the number of her friends is increaſed, 
and whilſt our civil conſtitution ſubſiſts, they 
are in no danger of being ſewed up in a bag 
with a monkey, a viper, a wit, and a free 
\ thinker, and flung into the next river. That 
Liberty of prophecy may prevail, and that pro- 
fane licentiouſneſs may be reſtrained, are wiſhes 
which ſhould be always joined together“. 5 
And now if men will ſay, 7 per ſuade to in- 
A I muſt bear it as well as I can. I am 
not yet without remedy, as they are; for pa- 
tience will help me, and reaſon cannot cure them. 
The words are from a pious, ingenious, learned, 
charitable, and ſweet tempered | biſhop, (7 aylor) 
who with a noble candour and generous open- 
neſs, pleads the cauſe of /zberty of prophecying ; 
and who never was cenſured for it, by any man 
worth the mentioning, though probably he was 
reviled by thoſe, who called Tillotſon an atheiſt. 
If theſe two excellent prelates, and Eraſmus and 
_ Chillingworth, ohn Hales and Lock, Epiſcopius 
and Grotius, and many who ſhall not be named, 
had been contemporaries, and had met together 
FREELY, to dctermine the important queſtion, 
What makes a man a chriſiian ? and what pro- 
feſſion of faith ſhould be deemed ſufficient ? 
they would probably have agreed, notwith- 


ſtanding the diverſity of opinions, which they 


might all have had on ſome theological points. 
There have been others indeed, who on ſuch an 
occaſion would hurt given us an ample 1 


* Ibid. 4e 4 | as 
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of neceſſaries, the inference from which would 
0 have been, that it mult needs be a very learned, 
* and a vers ſubtle, and a very ingenious thing to be 
3 a good chriſtian; for ſome of theſe neceſſaries are 
of ſo refined a nature, that the under ſtanding can 
hardly lay hold of them, or the memory retain 
bem". 5 . 5 
Some of the beſt defenders of chriſtianity, 
down from Origen, no faint, it ſeems, but worth 
an hundred and fifty ſaints who might be men- 
tioned, have been unkindly uſed and traduced 
by injudicious chriſtians, for a harder epithet 
ſhall not be given them. Sirs, ye are brethren, 
why do ye wrong one to another ? Even civil-war 
has ceaſed, when the common enemy has been 
at the door; but chriſtians, when beſieged by 
8 and formidable infidels, have found 
eiſure and ſtomach to contend, whether the 
light which ſhone about Chriſt at his transfigu- 
ration, was created or uncreatedTF? e 
The confirming and ſetling theſe great points, 
upon which our faith is founded, without a view 
do any particular ſyſtems and controverſies, as it 
is the moſt agreable employment, to an inge- 1 
nuous mind, ſo it is uſually the moſt difintereſted , 
of all occupations. But whoſoever is reſolved to 
_ employ his hours and labours in this manner, —_ 
ſhould conſider himſelf as one who lays out his ” 
fortune, in mending the high ways, many are be- 
_ nefultet, and few are obliged. If he eſcapes ob- 
loquy, it is very welL.—T7 7iumpho, ſi licet me la- 
tere becto abſcedere\”* 4 „„ 
It is the opinion of ſome judicious perſons, 
that it might be of ſervice to print in oppoſite 
Y columns, the alterations propoſed in 1668, and 
1689 with the preſent liturgy, that every one 
* Tbid. 40. I Ibid 42. bid 66 
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may ſee the difference; I have accordingly com- 
plyed with their requeſt, Beſides theſe, I have 
preſumed to ſuggeſt ſome other amendments, 
which if altered would be a vaſt improvement 
of our liturgy. But I would not have any ima- 
gine, that the alterations propoſed by me, are 
with a view to be eſtabliſhed, they being only 
publiſhed, to ſhew how much the prayers might 
be improved, would our biſhops and clergy un- 
dertake it; no doubt to as much advantage, as 


| the collects were before obſerved by Dr. Nichols 


to be, in 1689. I ſhall conclude all in the 
words of biſhop Barnet. 5 

* Religion, if truly received and incerely 
adhered to, would prove the greateſt of all blel⸗ ; 
ſings to a nation. But by religion I underſtand 
| ſomewhat more than the receiving ſome doctrines 
though ever ſo true, or the profeſſing them, and 
engaging to ſupport them, not without zeal and 
eagerneſs ; what ſignify the beſt doctrines, if 
men do not live ſuitably to them; if they 
have not a due influence upon their thoughts, 
their principles, and their lives? Men of bad 
lives, with ſound opinions, are ſelf condemned, 
and lie under a highly aggravated guilt; nor 
will the heat of a party ariſing out of intereſt, 
and managed with fury and violence, compen- 
{ate for the ill lives of ſuch falſe pretenders to 


zeal, while they are a diſgrace to that, which 


they profefs and ſeem fo hot for. By religion, 
I do not mean an outward compliance with form 
and cuſtom, and going to church, to prayers, to 
ſermons, and to "acraments, with an external 

| ſhew of devotion ; or which is more, with ſome _ 
inward forced good thoughts in which many 

ſatisfy themſelves, white this has no viſible-effect 


pn 


„ Concluſion to his hiſtory. 
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on their lives, nor any inward force to ſubdue 
and rectify their appetites, paſſions and ſecret 
deſigns. Theſe cuſtomary performances, how 
good and uſeful ſoever, when well underſtood, 
and rightly directed, are of little value when 
men reſt on them, and think that becauſe they do 
them, they have therefore acquitted themſelves 
of their duty, though they continue till proud, 
covetous, full of deceit, envy and malice; ſo 
that by religion. I mean, ſuch a ſenſe of divine 
' truths, as enters into a man, and becomes a 
ſpring of a new nature within him; reforming 
his thoughts and deſigns, purifying his heart, 
ſanctifying him, and governing his whole de- 
portment, his words as well as actions. — This 
1s true religion, the perfection of human 
naue 8 e 1 


— 


The HIEROSOLVMIT AN CREED. 


Believe in one God, the father almighty, 
J maker of heaven and earth, and of al! 
things viſible and inviſible ; and in one 
lozd Jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of God: only begotten, 
bozn of the tather before all wozlds, true God, 
by whom all things were made; incarnate and 
made man, crucifled and buried; but who 1oſe 
again fzom the dead on the third day, and al- 
cended into heaven, and ſitteth on the right hand 
of the father : and who ſhall come to judge the 
living and the dead, of whole kingdom there ſhall 
lie no end: and in rhe Holy Ghoſt the com- 
kozter, who hath ſpoken by the pꝛophers: and in 
the baptiſm of repentance, fo2 the kozgivenelg of 
ns: and in one holy catholic church: and in the 
relurrettion of the fleſh; and in the like ever- 


laſing. Amen. 
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Alterations propoſed in 1668, 
In the office of Baptiſm®. 


Preſent liturgy 


By ſpiritual regeneration. 


Wort thou be baptiſed ? 


Thee to regenerate this 
infant with thy holy ſpirit, 
to receive him for thy 


own child by adoption, 


and to incorporate him. 


Child is regenerate and 


Alterations, 


To be omitted. 

Wilt thou have this 
child to be baptiſed ? 

Thee to receive this in- 
fant into thy holy church. 


Child is received into the 


grafted into the "II of church of Chrift, 


Chriſt's church. 


In the office a confirmation. 


Vouchſafed to regenerate 
theſe thy ſervants by water 
and the holy ghoſt, and haſt 


givenunto them forgiveneſs 
of all their fins, ſtrengthen 


them, c. 


Vouchſafed to receive 
theſe thyſervants, ſtrengthen 
them, c. 


Office of matrimony. 


Wich my body I thee 


8 worthi 
O God: who has cas; | 


crated the ſtate of matri- 
mony, to ſuch an excellent 
myſtery, that in it is ſigni- 
| hed and repreſented, 
ſpiritual marriage and unity 
betwixt Chriſt 


church. 


the 


and his 


To omit theſe words. 


This paragraph to | be o- 
mitted. | 


In NEE burial office. 


Almighty God of his 


Almighty God, to take 


great mercy to take unto out of this world, the foul 


himſelf the ſoul of our. 
dear brother, N 


of our brother. 


In 
* There is a very good office ior baptiſm and burial ; in the 
V e | 
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In ſure and certain hope. 


N. B. This cannot be ſaid 


with any truth of many 
who are buried. 


We give thee hearty 
thanks, for that it hath plea- 
ſed thee to deliver this our 
brother out of the miſeries 
of this ſinful world. | 


As our hope i is this our 


brother doth, 


Ina full aſſurance of the 
reſurrection of our lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. [or rather in 


full aſſurance of riſing a- 


again at the laſt day, thro? 


our lord Jeſus Chriſt. ] 


This paragraph to be o- 
mitted; for | 
Should we thank God 
for taking a good perſon 
from his family, in his. proſ- 


perity and prime of life? 


This to be omitted, for 


| how can we hope this of a 


wicked perſon? 


Communion wie 


That our ſinful bodies 


may be made clean by his 
body. _ 


That our fins may be 
blotted out by the merits of 
his precious body and blood. 


In the Catechiſm. 


What! is your name? to 
add. 


What was promiſed for 


you in your baptiſm ? 


How many ſacraments 
hath Chriſt ordained? 


When was this name gji- 
ven you? 

Anſwer, three. things 
were promiſed for me. 

Anſwer, two only, bap- 
tiſm and the lord: s ſupper. 


Alterations in 1 689. 5 


Prieſt 

. 
The abſolution and re- 

miſſion of their ſins. 


TIhine honourable true 
and only ſon. 


to be changed 


Grant that he may van- 
quiſh and overcome all his 


enemies 


See the Expediency. 


_——_— — 


Miniſter, : 
434 remiſſion to be o- 
mitted. 


I ine only begotten ſon. 


Proſper all his righteous 


or juſt undertakings againſt 
thy enemies. 


Wh 
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Who alone worketh Who alone art the au- 


great marvels, thor of all good gifts. 
The healthful ſpirit of The holy ſpirit of thy 
thy grace. grace (or rather the grace 
285 of thy holy ſpirit.) 


N. B. There were a great many more alterations re- 


commended in 1689; great pity it is that they are not 


made public. Might it not be worthy of the ſerious con- 


ſideration of that eminently great and good prelate in 


whoſe power it is for to oblige the world with the publi- 
cation of them, as it might tend to give ſatisfaction to all 
parties, and promote a farther union amongſt us? And 


whoever conſiders the amendments that were propoſed 
in 1668, and 1689, which are before mentioned, muſt 


admit, unleſs greatly prejudiced, that had they taken 
place, it would have been much to the glory and honour 


of our church. The following alterations are alſo ſubmit- 
ted to conſideration, as what would tend ſtill to make 
our liturgy more compleat and perfect, 


In the confeſſion, Alterations now propoſed. 
We have erred and Woe have greatly diſobey- 


ſtrayed from thy ways like ed thy holy will and com- 


loſt ſheep. mandments. 5 | 
And there is no health And we are not worthy 
in us. 1 tobe called thy children, 


tn the ablaletion. 


| The abſolution or te- ThedcclarationofGod's 
miſſion of ſins. pardon to penitent ſinners. 


The abſolution and re- The pardon and forgive- 


miſſion of their ſins. neſs of their ſins. 
He pardoneth and ab- God Will pardon and ab» 


folveth. _ | ſolve. | | 
After ſhall ſhew forth 


thy praiſe, a proper hymn 


Hg to be ſaid, 
Collect for grace. 


The beginning of this For hk 1 praiſe 
| day, add > | thy divine majeſty, 80 


* See the expediency. 


We 


ly gifts. 


miities. 


5 | To make 


© known unto them, thy ſa- 
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We fall into no fin, nei- 
ther run into any kind of 


or, 
oings, by thy _ 
nance. 


Prayer for 
So repleniſh him. 


Incline to thy will and 


| | walk in thy way. 


Plenteouſly with heaven- 


Wealth. 


That no temptation to 
ſin may overcome us, nor 
any evil accident befal us. 

Actions, by thy infinite 


| wiſdom, 


the king. 


$o aſſiſt him with thy 
holy ſpirit. 
Obey thy will and com- 
mandments. 
endue him with thy hea- 
venly grace. 


F eheity. 


In the litany⸗ d 


All other deadly ſins. 
From ſudden death. 


To illuminate all biſhops. 
All that travel. 
To look upon our infir- 


Turn from us. 


All heinous "00 | 
From ſudden and ün- 
prepared death, 

To enlighten all biſhops. 
All that lawfully travel. 
Our failings and infir- 
mities. 
Keep or remove from us, 


In the prayer for al conditions of men. 


thy ways 


ving health unto all nations. 


5 ſpirit. 


To make ihy will 
known unto them, thy 
truth and ſalvation to all 


nations. 


In the 1 office. 


Inſpiration of thy holy 


The grace of thy boly 
- Jpirit, -- ; 


The prayer for the church militant, 


They may hear and re- 
1 deive. 


See the expediency. 


May now and at all 


times hear, 


= Firſt 


4 
p 
N 
N 
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Firſt exhortation. 


Sacrament of the body 
and blood of Chriſt. 
Not only to die for us, 


but alſo to be our ſpiritual 


food and ſuſtenance in that 


holy. 


The ſacrament of the 


lord's ſupper. 


To die for us, who 
death and paſſion we com- 
memorate, in that holy ſa- 
crament. 


Exhortation before the communion. 


Of the body and blood 
of our Saviour Chriſt. 
For then we ſpiritually 


eat the fleſh of Chriſt, and 


drink his blood ; then we 
dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt 


in us; we are one with 


_ Chriſt and Chriſt with us. 


N. B. As theſe words 


favour very much the be- 


lief of the real preſence, 
they certainly ought to be 
omitted. 8 


Wea are guilty of the 


body and blood of Chriſt 


our Saviour, we eat and 


Or 8 of our lord. 


To omit theſe words: 

N. B. The celebrated 
Mr. Hales ſays, that in 
the communion there is no- 
thing given but bread and 
wine. Jeſus Chriſt is eaten 


there neither ſpiritually, 


nor really, neither meta- 
phorically, nor literally. 
That which is eaten is truly 
and properly bread. The 
ſpiritual eating of Chriſt is 
common to all places.” 
Hales's tracts, p. 57. 

Omit this paragraph, for 
the reaſons above. 


drink our own damnation, 


not conſidering the lord's 
body. 

Graut us therefore to cat 
the flein of thy dear ſon 


Jeſus Chriſt, and to drink 


his blood, that our ſinful 
bodies may be made clean 
by his body, and our fouls 
waſhed through his moſt 
precious blood, 


Grant therefore we be- 
ſeech thee, that we may 
with a lively faith and due 
reverence, an inflamed love 
and thankful rememem— 


brance, commemorate our 


Saviour's death and paſſion 


when we eat this bread and 


drink this wine, according 


to his holy inſtitution and = 
commandment; this we beg 


thro* thy fon our lord, 
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In the prayer of conſecration, _. 


May be partakers of his 


moſt bleſſed body and 


blood. 


Take and eat this in re- 


membrance. 


Drink this in remem 
brance, _ 


The ſecond prayer after 
receiving. 5 
Prevent us, O lord, &c. 


This to be omitted. 


Eat this bread in 


Drink this wine in 


To be omitted, and 
another compoſed 8. 


Bleſs us, O lord, in all our 


juſt undertakings with thy 


moſt | 


In the catechiſm. 


What is the inward and - 


ſpiritual grace? 
Anſ. A death unto fin, 


| Ec. 


What is the outward 
part or ſign of rhe lord's 
ſupper? 


Anſ. Bread and wine 
which the lord hath com- 


manded c. 


What is the inward part 


or thing ſignified? 

Anſ. The body and blood 
of Cbriſt, which are verily 
and indeed taken and re- 


ceived by the faithful in the 


lord's ſupper. 85 
Anſ. The ſtrengthening 
and refreſhing of our ſouls 


by the body and blood of 
_ Chriſt, as our bodies are 


by the bread and wine. 


* See the expediency, | 


What is inwardly ſigni® 
fied by baptiſm? _ 
Anſ. The dying unto fin 
and living unto righteouſ- 


nefs, and being thereby 
5 


made a member of Chriſt 

church. . 

Anſ. Bread and wine, 
which our ſaviour com- 
manded to be received as 
ſymbols of his body and 
Ned. | 


Anſ. The body of Chriſt 
crucified, and his blood ſhed 
for the redemption of man- 


kind. 


Anſ. All who with fin- 
cere repentance and true 
faith, partake of the lord's 
ſupper, may hope for the 


pardon of their fins, the aſ- 


ſiſtance of god's grace, and 
for all the benefits of Chriſtꝰ. 


paſſion, . 1 


44 The QUESTION truly ſlated. 


The viſitation of the ſick. 
Abſolution. 


Our lord Jeſus Chriſt 
who hath left power to his 


church to abſolve all ſinners 
who truly repent, &c. and 


by his authority committed 
to me, I abſolve thee from 


all thy ſins. 


This prayer is what oc- 


caſions papiſts to ſay we al- 


low of abſolution, and 
therefore ſhould be chang- 


ed for that in the commu- - 
nion office. 


In the commination. 


Who turn to thee in 


: weeping, faſting and pray 


ing, Sec. 


And let not thine heri- 
tage be wars. to confu - 


ſion. 


Who are truly ſorry and 
Penitent for all our fins. 


And let all thy people he 
pardoned and ſaved. * 


In the form of making deacons, 


Do you truſt that you | 


are inwardly moved by the 
holy ghoſt * ? 


Do you think yourſelf 
duly qualified to take — 
vou this office * Fn 


In the form of ordaining priefls 


Receive the holy ghoſt 


| for the office. | 
The office of conſecrat- 
ing biſhops and churches. ed, in many particulars. 


This to be changed. | 
Theſe ought to be alter- 


( 45 ) 
8 IX, 

E foregoing ſheets were ſent to the preſs, 
ſometime before you advertiſed your pam- 
hlet, but I thought it prudent to defer the pub- 
Bien of them, till yours came out, and am 
very glad I did ſo; becauſe however we may 
happen to differ in ſome particulars, which is not 
to be wondered at, yet I apprehend we both 
agree in the main point, that ſome alterations in 
our liturgy, and the conſtitution of our church, 

are very expedient, if not abſolutely neceſſary to 
be made. This I hope will have a good ten- 
dency to enforce the deſign of my little eſſay, 
which is chiefly calculated, to recommend to the 
conſideration of all perſons, a plan for that pur- 
poſe, not of. my own contrivance, but that of 
ſome of the greateſt and moſt eminent divines, 
that ever adorned our eſtabliſhed church; but to 
be yet farther improved, as ſhall he judged 


neceſſary by our governors. 


| Your obſervations on the candid diſquiſitions, 
and the conduct of the diſſenters in this affair, I 
muſt leave to be particularly conſidered, by thoſe 
whom it more immediately concerns, if any 
ſhall think it proper, unleſs where it directly falls 
in my way; being obliged to have all poſſible 
regard to brevity in this epiſtle. With this view, 
and for the reader's benefit, I will firſt repreſent 
in your own words, what you have ſuggeſted in 
favour of reviewing and altering our liturgy and 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, and make a few curſory 
remarks thereon ; and then will endeavour to re- 
move ſome objections urged by you, with reſpect; 
co other alterations; which ſeem to many, equally 
| neceſſary to be made, and that without any fatal 
conſequences attending it. EN 
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In your preface you write, that you no 
more affect to be conſidered as an adverſary to 
the gentlemen concerned in the free and candid 
diſquiſitions, than to be thought their aſſociate, 
and to write in concert with them. That you 
have conſidered the ſubject with all poſſible im- 
partiality, and the reſult has been, that though 


you think not only frequent and unneceſſary, but 


great and many alterations, even where they may 


ſeem to be more needful, no way expedient in 
our preſent circumſtances; yet you are of opi- 


nion, that ſome may be prudently and ſafely at- 
tempted, —That you had drawn up, pointed out 
and recommended ſome few alterations and a- 
mendments, ſuch as you judged were moſt ne- 


ceſſary, and might be ventured upon without 
hazard. And that you conceived ſuch amend- 
ments might properly be made, when thoſe in 
authority ſhall think fit to enter upon ſuch mat- 


ters“ But that upon ſecond thoughts, and 
by the advice of thoſe whoſe judgment you 


greatly reverence, and from whom you could 
not eaſily differ, you almoſt entirely omitted 
them. — That in your opinion, the principal, if 
if not the only things we ſhould at leaſt for the 
2 55 or perhaps at any one time attend to, are 

uch abuſes and diſorders, as have inſenſibly crept 


into our public worſhip, and do greatly diſhonour 


it; — or ſuch, (if any there be) as are not fairly 


defenſible ; or though capable of a fair, juſt and 
rational defence, may be nevertheleſs plau/ibly ex- 
cepted to, or ſerve for pretences to ſtir up divi- 


fions in the church, or to form ſeparations from 
it. That alterations in things of this nature, are 


ſurely the moſt neceſſary, and ſhould be firſt thought 


of. This is ſome ſketch of the ſentiments and 
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ideas,” which you would have the reader conceive 
of you. 55 N 
In general, this ſeems to be not a little in fa- 
vour of having corrected “ the abuſes and diſ- 
orders, that have inſenſibly crept into our public 
worſhip, and do greatly diſhonour it.” But 1 
moſt heartily wiſh, you had obliged the public 
with thoſe particulars, which you had drawn 
up in a way different from the authors of the diſ- 
quiſitions, and intended to have propoſed,”” tho? 
_ diverted therefrom, becauſe it might have been 
of great ſervice in the preſent caſe. e 
In your book you thus write; The amend- 
ment of ſuch parts of our conſtitution and public 
ſervice, as in the judgment of ſober and unpre- 
judiced perſons, there lies no guſt or even plauſible. 
exceptions to, is certainly a reaſonable and defirable 
thing, p. 5. I agree that the preſent age is in a bet- 
ter diſpoſition than the laſt, to receive propoſals 
of ſome alterations of the liturgy, p. 7. The ren- 
dering our liturgy and conſtitution quite unex- 
ceptionable, and placing them above the reach, 
either of ſcruple or cavil, is certainly prior in 
the order of things, and more neceflary than the 
improvement and perfecting of them; and the 
doing of that, I apprehend, will require as many 
alterations, as wie men will think proper at his, 
or indeed at any one time, to be attended to.“ 
J. 9, | 
5 This isa moſt valuable paragraph, and ſhews, 
that truth is of great force, very powerful and 
will prevail, even when much art is ſometimes 
uſed to ſtifle it; and if you can by your power 
and influence, (for you ſcem to write under au- 
thority) procure this to be effected, all diſputes . 
will then ſoon be at an end, not only with you, and 
the authors of the candid diſquiſitions, but with 


the 


all ought to be fatisfied. 


reaſon, and chriſtian charity. 
ſtop here, but am willing to give the reader more 
of your ſentiments, 1 in favour of what is before 
propoſed by me. 


| (48-3 


the diſſenters alſo. For if once our liturgy and 
conſtitution can be rendered quite unexceptionable, ſo 
ns to place them above the reach either of ſcruple 


or cavil, (by which you plainly admit that they 
are not fo now) the preſent controverſy will ſoon _ 
be determined; and what will be moſt extraordi- 
nary, in favour of all the contending parties. 
For as you truly obſerve, ©* when things are 


well, and no reaſonable objection can be made, 


would be true wiſdom, agreeable to ſcripture, 


After your obſervations on the ſinging pſalms, 
which all muſt admit to be very juſt, as alſo the 


method you thereby propoſe for reducing the 
price of common prayer books, by retaining only 
ſome ſelect ſinging pſalms, and this might be 
yet farther done, by omitting ſome of the ſcrip- 
ture ſentences, the benedicite, and other hymns; 
that are ſeldom uſed ; you then very judiciouſly 
remark, „ that certain occaſional offices are re- 
ally wanted, an office for conſecrating of churches, 
for priſoners for debt, for receiving proſelytes, 

for the excluſion of unworthy members from the 
church, and re-admiſſion into it, upon their giv- 

ing evidence of their repentance; and if an order 
of family prayer, or one ſingle prayer for the uſe 


of families, was drawn up in convocation, and by 


authority inſerted in our liturgy, it would in all 


probability, lead many families to the practice of 
this duty, who now neglect and never think of it; 


ſome of theſe offices, If not all, were actually 
prepared by the convocation many years ago; 
and hope we ſhall ſee the ys when they ſhall 


* 


7. Indeed, this 


I might almoſt 
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be added by proper authority ts Gur liturgy, pi 
39.”—As you here expreſs yourſelf in the para! 
number, it encourages me to think, that your 
hopes are well grounded, which will afford plea- 
ſure to numbers of good chriſtians, The ſame _ 
hint you give, p. 36. where mentioning ſome al- 
terations in the ſinging pſalms, you add; * we 


> will not deſpair of ſeeing this done, before it is 
long, firſt in a ſynodical, and then in a parliamen- 


tary way.“ Again, ſay you, my own ſenti- 


ments upon this head, (the too great length of out 


© ſervice) are pretty concordant with yours, the 


- wy diſquifitors, though perhaps in a few things 


they may ſomewhat differ, p. 41,” — What you 
- obſerve, as to omitting the morning prayer on 


© Wedneſdays and Fridays, and to uſe the litany 


- enlarged with new collects or prayers tos 
- wards the cloſe of it,“ is very juſt for the rea. 
ſon you give; and I highly approve of your in- 


| fiſting on the uſe of the litany, on Sundays z it 
being do doubt,“ in the main, an excellent ſer- 


vice and very affecting; but give me leave to 


add, it might with a little alteration; be made 
more generally eſteemed by our people, 


4.3.” — The removing from out liturgy; all 


Juſt and plaufible objeftions, fo that no one ſhall 
be likely to make any difficulty of afſenting and 
conſenting to the uſe of it (eſpecially if the mend 
ing of our conſtitution and diſcipline bs «ſo taten 
in) will be I conceive Work enough to be thought 
of at one time. Let us apply ourſelves then to 
that in the firſt place; let us firſt attempt ſuch 
alterations as are abſolutely and moſt neceflary, 
and theſe being made, the other perhaps will be 
the more eaſily effected. If the moſt needtul al- 


terations ſhall be received with general appro- 


"bation, as we may hope they will, eſpecially, if 


1 - they 


( 50 ) _=_ 
they ſhould happily be followed with ſuch a . 
union of all reaſonable diſſenters with our church, RX 
as we may juſtly expect; we may then proceed 
more boldly, and if I may fo ſpeak, go on at leaſt 
ſomething nearer to perfection, p. 44. you then 

obſerve, ** that there are but few amongſt us, 
who are for no alterations.“ A happy omen 
this, and which ought to be conſidered as a great. 
encouragement to proceed in the deſign.  _ 
By altering of exceptionable paſſages in the li- 
turgy, you would be underſtood to mean, “not 
only thofe which honeſt and conſcientious chrif- 
tians may be ſuppoſed to make ſome ſcruple of 
uſing, but all obſolete words, that by length of 
time have changed their original ſignification, 
aid had different ideas annexed to them, ang 
whatever blemiſhes beſides there may be therein, of © 
the like kind, p. 45.** This is a fair conceſſion, _ 
and what has been frequently urged in favour of 
alterations. Again, J am very ſenſible there are 
| ſomethings as well in our diſcipline and conſtitution, aa 
in our liturgy and worſhip that want correction ane 
amendment; particularly, the proceedings in ex- 
Communication, commutations of penance, and the 
diſpoſitions of them. I am the more free to 
mention theſe things, becauſe wwe have already in 
relation to them, ſome excellent conſtitutions _ 
drawn up in convocation, which have lain forty _ 
years ready to be paſſed into eccleſiaſtical laws, 
when thoſe in authority ſhall think proper; and 
if the book of canons ſhould be reviſed by wiſe _ 
men, and made more ſuitable in fome things, 
to the preſent ſtate of the church, I will give you 
my word, it would be no trouble to me. p. 47.” _ 
How little then would the convocation have to 
do; when ſo many things are prepared oy to 
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(51) 
their hands, as you here, and I before have ob- 
ſerved ? You add, os 
« [ have had it ſuggeſted by wife men, that 
the a& of uniformity, and by conſequence the 
preſent liturgy, being made an eſſential and fun- 


damental article of the union, it may be doubted, 
whether the propoſed alterations of it, are not 
now become impracticable. But I hope not; 
wie cannot perſuade our ſelves it was the meaning 
of the legiſlature to make the one or the other, 

abſolutely unalterable; but if they remain the 
ſame in all their eſſential and ſubſtantial parts, 
it is doubtleſs as much as was intended. Le 


may be ſure the legiſlature never intended to ex- 


clude all additions that ſnould be thought expe- 


dient to be made to them. If they did, how 


- ſhall we juſtify thoſe additional offices and 
prayers, which have been ſince on ſpecial oc- 
caſions, from time to time, introduced into the 


church ſervice? And if all additions were not, 


why ſhould we ſuppoſe all alterations were meant 


to be made illegal and unwarrantable? It is un- 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe they would tye up their 


own, and the hands of their poſterities and ſuc- 


ceſſors for ever, from making alterations, as times 
and circumſtances ſhould require. A bill was 


lately paſſed, intitled, an a# to explain the two 


acts of uniformity, &c, in favour of one gentle- 
man whoſe caſe was extraordinary, and ſeemed 


to require ſome indulgence, p. 51, 52.“ and 


permit me to ſay, does not the caſe of many 


others of our church, the diſquiſitors in par- 

ticular, beſides the more conſcientious diſſenters, 

alſo demand ſome pity, ſome indulgence? — _ 
Indeed, you once more give great hopes of 


ſome alterations in the following words, 1 


have been credibly informed, his majeſty for- 
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merly ſaid to a late prelate, Is there any thing, 


my lord, ycu would have me do for the church of 
England ? if there be, let me know eit; and he 
who of his own motion wall ſay this, cannot fe- 


ceive otherwiſe than eraciouſly, any petition for 
leave and opportunity to his clergy, to conſult 


together for its good, if it be made with decency - 


and propriety, p. 56.'* I no way queſtion, but 


| his majeſty will be as ready now to ſay the ſame, 


to any one or all of our preſent biſhops, would 


they plcaſe to make a proper application; not- 


withſtapding ““ any contrary impreſſions, which 


corrupt politicians who are concepned only for 
the ſtate, and carę not what becomes of religion 
and the church, may attempt to be made upon 


him, p. 56: And for the reaſon which you aſ- 


ſign, becauſe his majeſty is of himſelf too wiſe ta 
let either his judgment be miſled, or his affections 


oiſoned, and his upright intentions towards the 


eſtabliſhed church per verted by their falſe po- 15 


ys or their gr oundleſs and * Tyg- 
geſtions, p. 56. 


Thus have I fairly 338 and in one view 


as it were repreſented your ſentiments, with re- 


ſpect to alterations in our liturgy and eccleſi- 
aſtical conſtitution, which are manifeſtly much 
in favour of it; and if you are in earneſt, and 
have that influence with ſome in power, as you 
ſeem to intimate, and as report goes; I hope 
you will in a proper manner, exert your intereſt 
on tne occaſion; and then I believe you will not 
nd many to oppoſe you, not even the few 

which you ſay are againſt alterations. But ſhould 


are ſome things oblerved by you, which may de- 
ſerve a little conſideration, This brings me to 
8 a 1 = 


what you have thus offered meet with a genera! 
concurrence and approbaticn, yet I think there 


653) 

take notice, as briefly as I can, of ſame par- 

ticulars. 1 gt Ho 1 40 
The frequent repetition of the lord's prayer, 

you ſeem by your ſilence to give up, as no 

doubt, thinking it indefenſible. But then if I 


take you right, you oppoſe all alterations in the 
offices of confirmation, infant baptiſm, and hurial; 
nor are you for leaving the ſign of the croſs or 
| kneeling at the ſacrament indifferent. As to thoſe 
offices, I and many others think the alterations 


£ propotes in 1668 and 1689, are ſo juſt and rea- 


onable, as not to admit of the leaſt diſpute; and 


this done, thoſe difficulties and inconveniencies 
which you inſinuate, will at once be removed. 
With regard to the intire diſuſe of the Aihanaſian 
creed, enough is ſaid for that in the foregoing 


ſheets; and as to the leaving the ſign of the croſs 
and kneeling at the ſacrament indifferent, what 


occaſion, muſt be ſufficient to ſatisfy any reaſon- 


able impartial perſon ; and fince both theſe cere- 


monies, do only concern, either parents of chil- 


ture, can bring no reproach whateyer on the mi- 


niſter who officiates, which ſeems to be your 

chief objection againſt ſuch alterations. And yet 
ſpeaking of the ſign of the croſs, you ſay, + when 

it ſhall be deſired by diſſenters, as a condition of 


their coming in and embracing the communion 
of the church, we ſhall andoubtedly give it up 


to them; nay, I am ſatisfied, we ſhall not ſtand 


with them for half a dozen things of the like na- 


ture, upon ſo good and valuable a conſideration.” 
I muſt confeſs that it ſcems moſt prudent, was 
there not one diſſenter, to give up all ſuch in- 


different 


biſhops St illing fleet and Burnet have ſaid on the 


dren with regard to the one; and the com- 
municant as to the other; the leaving theſe as in- 
different in their uſe, as they are in their own na- 
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(54) 
different ceremonies, if it be only to ſecure both 
our church and clergy from cenſure. 
The office of confirmation is no doubt, an 
excellent inſtitution, a primitive ordinance, and 
an uſeful one.“ But however ſolemn and af- 
fecting the preſent form may be in. ſame 
parts; there are many other expreſſions in it, 
that certainly require alterations, as you will fee 
obſerved in the foregoing tract; you have only 
produced ſuch ſentences as no. one diſlikes, omit- 
ting thoſe which are juſtly liable to objection. 
Indeed, your remark. concerning, the croud 
and tumult which in moſt places too much di- 
ſturb and interrupt the adminiſtration of that 
ſervice,*” is very pertinent; and I apprehend the 
method you propoſe to prevent, it will anſwer 
the end, when put in execution. CC TR 
If it be true, that © the clergy were never yet 
ſo likely, nor ever will be more likely, to act 
with perfect unanimity, and in a manner every 
way becoming them, than now;** becauſe, that 
* moderation, true and genuine, is growing 
apace to be their predominant character. That 
the flame of party rage are dying away amongft 
them. — And that after ſo long an intermiſſion 
of convocations, they will be no doubt doubly 
careful of their conduct, that ſo they may merit 
the favour and countenance of his majeſty, con- 
vince him and the whole world, that no danger 
or inconvenience is likely to enſue, from their aſ- 
ſembling and acting parliamentary; eſpecially, 
as all imprudent heats and debates may be pre- 
vented, and by his majeſty's pointing out, as has 
uſually been done, the ſeveral particulars they 
are to go upon in their conſultations, p. 34, 
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55,” I fay, if all theſe ſuggeſtions be fact, then 


your obſervation, ** that nothing ſhould be done 
5 „ a without 
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Pleaſe likewiſe to confider, whether what 


($5) 
without a convocation,“ may require conſide- 
ration; and in ſuch caſe 1 would hope, that if 
ſuffered to fit, their proceedings will be ſo con- 


ſonant to truth, reaſon, and chriſtian moderation, 


as to remove thoſe aſperſions, that may have 


been caſt on them! Indeed, if your ſurmiſes do 


not prove true, his majeſty can but part with 


them, when they begin to act otherwiſe. 
I have not time to conſider many other points 


you have inſiſted upon, which doubtleſs, ſome 
one or other may reply to; there being I ap- 


prehend ſufficient cauſe for it. Indeed your ob- 
| ſervation on the method of ſinging pſalms and 


anthems in ſome pariſhes, by which the whole 


congregation is as much edified thereby, as had 


they been ſung in Buchanav's latin, p. 33, 34. 


is a moſt certain fact; and I think the ſame is 


alſo true of our cathedral ſervice, and that what 
you urge, is an unanſwerable argument againſt 


chanting and ſinging in our cathedrals, and 


which certainly demands a ſpeedy regulation. 
you 
truly obſerve in p. 36, 37. concerning the uſe of 
Sterubold and Hopkins's ſinging pſalms, is not in 
the reaſon of the thing, very ſimilar, and equally 


applicable to, a new tranſlation of the bible, of 


the reading pſalms, or any other alterations, that 
may prudently be made by proper authority. 


| Your words are, * ſome I expect will object to 
this, that the common people are much addicted 


to this tranſlation, and would be extremely loth 


to part with it; formerly I believe it was ſo; 


but now the caſe is altered, and the people are 


grown pretty indifferent to one tranſlation or the | 
other, and truly they may well be indifferent to 
all, who conceive they have nothing to do with 


any,” Here you well diſplay the force and ill 
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effects of cuftom. One thing more; © it would 
be ridiculous, ſay you, to ſingle out for fnging 
three or four verſes, that are pufely relative to 
the Je, or to king David;“ and ſuffer me to 
afk you, is it not as ridiculous, or what elſe is 
it, to ſingle ſome verſes out of pſalms, for Hymnus, 
which no way relate to our times and circum- 
ſtances, ſuch as part of the venite exultemus, the 
ntagnificat, and the nunc dimittis, when others 
much more proper might be ſelected from the 
book of pſalms; nay the benedidtus, the cantate 
domine, and deus miſereatur, though ſeldom uſed, 


with a little alteration would not be improper. 
I hope you will be ſo good, as to give theſe laſt 
quorations from your performance, a review, and 
a little more ſerious reflection than you ſeem td 
have done. But however inadvertently theſe ex- 
preſſions might drop from you, yet ſome of them 


when rightly and extenſively conſidered, may 


ſerve as juſt and true anſwer, to what you 
more or lets inſiſt on in p. 7, and 8. and from p. 
8. to 23. But which I have not time to make. 


any other reply to, than in your own words, re- 


ferred to as above, unleſs by aſking you this ſe- 
rious queſtion. Which is moſt rational, wiſe 
and prudent, either to have a liturgy ſettled and 
adapted, to the ſentiments of learned biſhops and 
divines of our church, or to have ſuch an one, as 


the common people ſhall think fit to approve of; 


men who are weak; ignorant, injudicious, ca- 


pricious, factious, head-ſtrong, ſelf-willed, and 
ſelf-ſufficient ? p. 7.“ or ought we to be afraid of 


ſuch deſpicable perſons ? Thus you ſee how the 
wheel goes round, and in what meaſure your 


own motto concerns your ſelf; “ ſomething to 


blame, and ſomething to commend.““ And you 


know who hath ſaid, „ with whar judgment ye 


judge, 
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2; 5 judge, ye ſhall be judged ; and with what meas 


ſure ye mete, it ſhall be mcafured to you 
again®*,*? 

But I cannot take leave of you quit?, without 
| making a few remarks on your earneſt and in- 


tenſe application to the authors of the candid di ſa 


1 5 Jui tions, that they ſhould interelt the diſſenters 


1 in the alterations propoſed. For God's ſake, 


What have we to do with them,in altering what is 
aamiſs in our liturgy and conſticution ? Cannot a 
man make alterations and improvements in his 
cn houſe without calling his neighbours in to 
aſſiſt him? Or in the preſent caſe, cannot we 
do what you ſeem to think 1s very neceſlary, 


K render our liturgy and conſtitution quite un- 


exceptionable, and place them above the reach 
either of ſcruple or cavil; remove from it 
all juſt and plauſible objections, by attempting 
ſuch alterations as are abſolutely and moſt ne- 
ceſſary, even all ſuch things, in our diſcipline, 
 hHturgy, or worſhip, as want correction and a- 
mendment; and by changing all obſolete words, 


£ and whatever blemiſhes beſides may be therein of 


the like kind;' and may not theſe things be 


done, which you yourſelf recommend, without 
the aid of the Diſſenters? And if theſe e altera- 


tions ſhould happily be followed with ſuch a 


union of all reaſonable diſſenters without our 
church, as we may juſtly expect, p. 44.” to much 
the better; indeed you afterwards ſcem to clear 


. up this point, you write, 


l do not mean that we ſhould ſtay till 
the diſſenters ſhall think fit to join iſſue with us, 


; and put to their helping hand, before we do any 
thing. We know what it 18 they would have us 


do if they know it themſelves, (I own my igno- 


rance of this expreſion) if it be in elf 925 ang. 
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reaſonable, and all things conſidered, expedient 
to be done, in God's name let it be done withe 


out them. If they like it when done, and ſhall 


thereupon conform, well and good; it will be a 


happy event; but if not, and they are ſtill ſor 


upholding the diſſention, we ſhall gain by it this 
advantage, however, that they will be left with- 
out excuſe, and the inſincerity of their former 
pretence, that they were neceſſitated to withdraw 


from us, and would have conformed if we only : 


would have altered a few things, which we our- 
ſelves own are indifferent and alterable, will ap- 
pear to the world; and ſuch a diſcovery will be 
a dead weight upon them, and fink their credit 
in the nation; our governors we are ſatisfied 
would go a great way to meet them, and think 


a few ceremonies well loſt for ſo valuable an ac- | 


quiſition to the church, as the ſober and rea- 


ſonable part of the diſſenters would be, and our 


people alſo, obſerving the good effects of our 
governors moderation and condeſcenſion, and 
| ſeeing their diſſenting neighbours come in apace 
and walk together with them to the houſe of God, 
as friends, would be eaſy under more and greater 
alterations, than they would otherwiſe, 1 fear, 
know how to digeſt and reconcile themſelves to, 
p. „ . „„ 

I conclude with my hearty and unfeigned 
wiſhes, that all our governors in church and 
ſtate, and all our diflenters, would ſeriouſly re- 
gard what you have here propoſed to their con- 
ſideration; which if they will do, „we may 
almoſt venture to ſay, the buſineſs is well nigh 
done, p. 65. And then, “ the artful inſinuations 
of papiſts and unbelievers, will not have any ad- 


vantage over us, nor can they make a handle of 


our diverſities and variations, the one to expoſe 
5 „ es 5 the 
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the religion of proteſtants to contempt, the other 
to bring into ſuſpicion, our common chriſtianity, 
7.” remove the cauſe, and the effect will ceaſe. 
And whether you are a clergyman, or a layman, 
yet as you are a gentleman and a chriſtian, let 
me intreat you to exert your abilities, and all 
that power, intereſt and influence, which you may 
have, and by a ſerious and earneſt application, to 
your friend in a high ſtation, and allo to thoſe 
whoſe judgment you greatly reverence, and #0 
other leading men, endeavour to intereſt them 
in the alterations you propoſe, Thus I hope, 
with your aſſiſtance, I have proved moſt ſatisfac- 
torily, in favour of the queſtion propoſed, name- 
ly, the expediency, if not neceſſity, of having 
alterations made in our liturgy and conſtitution. 
With aſking pardon for this trouble, and hoping 


I have no way given juſt cauſe of offence, Iam, 


SIR, | 
Tauss moſt reſpetifully, &c. 
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ERR-A-T A. JT 
Title page line 6, for or read and; 1. 17. read y. 20 ; De. 
«cation, p. 5,1. 28, read and conſilency. 
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